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    Interim     
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

  We are approaching a new Church year with great anticipation.  There is an exaggerated sense of 
waiting.  Not only are we moving toward the Advent waiting when we focus our attention on the coming of Christ 
into the world, but also the anticipation of new pastoral leadership to lead St. Peterôs forward in mission, reaching 
out to the community with the message of Christ. 
 Waiting has never been a strong suit of mine, nor, I suspect, of many of you.  I tend to be early to events, 
meetings, and appointments.  I get ñantsyò in a doctorôs waiting room.  And I have been known to drive my family 
crazy when preparing to leave for a trip or even an excursion.  I hope I am not alone in this behavior. 
 In Advent, we wait for words of hope and the reassurance that the God, who loves the world and sent his 
Son, Jesus, will send him to us today.  Come, Lord Jesus! is a prayer packed with meaning and pleading.   Come 
into the homes and hearts of all who are lonely and hurting.  Come into the lives of those who have never known 
unconditional love, only rejection and isolation.  Come into the places where there is darkness and fear.  Come 
and bring your light to the world. 
 Our time of waiting culminates in the festival celebration of Christmas; the birth time of our Lord.  Even 
though we have filled our celebration with decorations, special food and too many gifts to ourselves and our loved 
ones, Jesusô birth brings with it a sense of peace. 
 On Christmas Eve, we will gather as a community of faith for a service of Carols, Candlelight, and 
Communion at 7 and 11 pm.  We will sing together beloved songs of Christmas with open hearts and a joyful spirit, 
and in doing so, we will bring focus and resolution to our waiting. 
 On Christmas Day, which happens to fall on a Sunday, we will gather at 10 am for a simple service of 
prayer and song, the Christmas story, and His Holy meal.  I pray that you will make this a central part of your 
ñholidayò plans.  It would seem a shame to be a disciple of Christ and not worship him because we had other 
things more pressing. 
 Waitingéa new year approaches; one filled with excitement, mission, service, and faithful discipleship.  I 
pray that Christ will be in the center of all we do, not just in the waiting, but in the fullness of our lives. 
 Have you thanked the Lord?  Have you praised Godôs name? 
   
In His Service, 
 
Pastor John À 
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DECEMBER BIBLE LESSONS 
 

Dec. 04 

2
nd

 Advent 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

Psalms 85:1-2, 8-13 

2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Mark 1:1-8 

Dec. 11 

3
rd
 Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Psalms 126  

or Luke 1:46b-55 

1 Thessalonians 5: 

16-24 

John 1:6-8,19-28 

Dec. 18 

4
th
 Advent 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Luke 1:46b-55  

or Psalms 89:1-4, 

19-26 

Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 

Dec. 24 

Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalms 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

Dec. 25 

Christmas Day 

II  

Christmas Day 

III  

Isaiah 62:6-12 

Psalms 97 

 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Psalms 98 

Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 

 

Hebrew 1:1-4 [5-12] 

John 1:1-14 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

          HAPPY                                                                                                                                            

       BIRTHDAYS 
  

          HAPPY  

     ANNIVERSARY  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
by Paul Grahe 

 
 There will be a meeting of the 
Son & Sand Greeters on Sun., Dec. 
11

th
 after the 11:00 a.m. service in the 

Retreat Center.  I'm requesting you 
contact me if you plan to attend at 
p.grahe@comcast.net or 410-943-
1186.  We had a very successful year and I want to 
thank the greeters for making it so.  
 Looking ahead to 2012, we already have groups 
signed up and they are:  Jan. 20

th
-22

nd
--Cedar Grove 

Methodist, Deale, MD; Mar. 9
th
-18

th
--Indiana University 

of PA; and Mar. 23
rd

-25
th
--St. Lukeôs, Frederick, MD; 

Jun. 14
th
-17

th
--Holy Communion Lutheran Church, 

Fallston, MD; and Jul. 14
th
-21

st
-- First Lutheran Church, 

Watsontown, PA.  So, 4 out of the 5 groups named are 
new.  The word about out Retreat Center is spreading!  
 For additional information about the Retreat 
Center and available dates, contact Paul Grahe at 410-
943-1186 or by e-mail at p.grahe@comcast.net  
 

 

Bill Bowers 12/03 Earl Herweck 12/20 
Lisa Wagner 12/03 Frederick Kauffman 12/20 
Sandra Bailey 12/04 Ethan Cowder 12/21 
Karen Jones 12/04 Julie Malinowski 12/21 
Carlyn McMullen 12/04 Cheryl Stancill 12/21 
Scott Mostrom 12/04 Roger Wilbrandt 12/21 
William Cook 12/05 Lisa Cropper 12/24 
Patricia Searle 12/05 Karin Sobczak 12/24 
Faith Eichler 12/08 Sarah Nottingham 12/25 
Steven Carter 12/09 Edna Pilato 12/26 
Walter Bailey 12/10 Donald Brisbane 12/29 
Kai Steedman 12/13 Ted Vanvick 12/30 
Claire Deickman 12/15 Cindy Deck 12/31 
William Neimiller 12/17 Gar Marcel 12/31 
Kaitlyn Ewing 12/18 Barbara Rounds 12/31 
 

Preston & Yvonne Campbell 12/12 
Donald & Maxine Brisbane 12/13 
James & Olivia Davis 12/13 
Tim & Tammy Green 12/14 
George & Sophie Trott 12/17 
Mark & Lisa Wagner 12/17 
Bob & Betty Raymond 12/18 
Richard & Beverly Berry 12/21 
Thomas & Linda Lee 12/23 
John & Ruth Lanier 12/24 
Scott & Marilyn Bushnell 12/26 
Max & Rose Jauregui 12/27 
Frederick & Mary Lou Kauffman 12/27 
David & Judy Baehman 12/28 
Art & Kay Beck 12/28 
Victor Batres & Brenda Christensen 12/31 
George & Carolyn Shoban 12/31 
Gary & Pamela Wagner 12/31 

FROM THE OFFICE: 
 Please inform the church office of any 
changes in your personal information:  address, 
phone number, marriage, divorce, or new births so 
we can keep our records up-to-date. 

mailto:p.grahe@comcast.net
mailto:p.grahe@comcast.net
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by Paul Grahe 

 

 The Men's Fellowship Breakfast will meet at the 
church on Sat., Dec. 17

th
 at 9:00 a.m.  We continue our 

Bible Study and discussion of Mark Discovers Jesus, 
Chapter 12 (in the Study Guide).  Doug Harry will lead 
the discussion and Chuck Irwin will be providing 
breakfast.  All men of St. Peter's and their friends are 
invited to attend.  In order for the proper amount of food 
to be prepared, kindly call Will Hiewsky at 410-208-3222 
by Dec. 10

th
.  You can obtain a copy of the study guide 

from Will Hiewsky.  
 Looking forward to seeing you there!  
 

 

 
 

 The Sunday School Breakfast, on Oct. 30, 

raised $243.00 for a family who lost their home and 

business in the storms from Irene.  The parents own a 

Pre-School Center in Duxbury, Vermont.  This family 

was brought to our Teamôs attention by one of our 

members, Cyndi Gradwell.  Her daughter, Kira, lives in 

Vermont and this familyôs daughter is Kiraôs babysitter. 

 Thank you for your donations, for reaching out, 

and helping us show Godôs love to another Christian 

family in need.  We pray that this will make their 

Holidays happier.  Below is a letter from Kira to her 

mom, Cyndi. 

 Mom,  

 This is truly a gift from God (your church).  

People are so disheartened by the FEMA process and 

Insurance.  Just last week, the house by the bridge that 

we pass everyday had to be burned to the ground.  It is 

so overwhelming to be a part of this devastation.  

 Heather Izor and Daryl Izor are the owners of 

the Pre-School that was devastated, as well as their 

home and her in-lawôs home. 

 Kyler is age 4 (he is Jonah's "best friend" 

[Kiraôs son]) 

 Tyra is 15 (she is our babysitter and the one I 

was telling you whose room was totally destroyed; even 

more recently, on 10/31, a friend of her's killed himself, 

she is really struggling.  They lost all their Holiday 

decorations/dining room/ and rec room) 

 They are still living in a 2-bedroom apartment 

in town. 

 May God bless them and the other flood 

victims. 

 

Opportunities to serve God in our church and for 

Christian Growth:  

1.  Nursery Care:  There continues to be a need for 

help in the Nursery at the 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 services. 

2.  Adult Forum:  Please look for new and interesting 

Bible Studies. 

3.  Library:   Please take time to visit and check out a 

good read. 

4.  Sunday School:  Parents, please consider taking 

turns to assist our Sunday School teachers from time to 

time. 

5.  VBS:  We are looking for a coordinator for this 

summer.  Organization to begin this January. 

6.  Next meeting:  Tue., Dec. 6
th
, at 6:00pm. 

 Wishing you and your family a blessed 

Christmas holiday. 

 

Debbie Ryan, Christian Education Leader 

 
  

  
by Sue Shoop 

 
 Our fall campaign, Saints Alive - Living 
Generously, has been completed.  There are so many 
people to thank who have worked to make it a success.  
First, there are the people on the committee who 
worked so hard:  Ada May, Barbara, and Charlotte; 
Pastor Ranney for his sermons; Michelle for printing the 
materials needed; the Fellowship Committee for their 
hard work for the dinner; those who volunteered for the 
Talent Show; and the congregation for their 
participation.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  
 Stewardship is not just for the fall campaign, it is 
a way of life.  Think about the joy on the faces of those 
we love as we present them with the gifts we have for 
them.  We can also spread Christ's message throughout 
the world by donating through organizations such as 
World Relief.  You can give something unexpected this 
Christmas.  Go to www.elca.org/goodgifts.  They have 
gifts that grow the church, fight hunger, and transform 
lives.  
 May you have a very Merry Christmas. 
  
 

 The Cookie Walk will be 

on Sat., Dec. 10
th
 from 9am to 2pm 

in the Community Life Center.  

BAKERS NEEDED!   
Please sign up on the sheet in the 

Narthex.  Cookies can be brought in 

on Sun., Dec. 4
th
, or to the office on Thu. or Fri., 12/8 

and 12/9, from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm, or Fri. evening from 

5-7 pm.  

 Bakers are asked to bring two or three dozen 

cookies, if possible, and may exchange a dozen of their 

own cookies for ones from the sale, while donating the 

rest.  

 As in past years, this event will benefit 

Diakonia.  

http://www.elca.org/goodgifts


 5 

 
By Barb & Jack Fadden 

 

 At the end of October 2011, Contributions from 

Members, Associate Members, and Visitors were 6.3% 

below the Budget.  We have had fewer Visitors this 

year, so that is why the Contributions are so far below 

Budget.  Our Member and Associate Member 

Contributions were 2.6% below expected Income.  Total 

Contributions were 3% below the Budget. 

 Our Expenses were 5.4% below the Budget 

through October.  The General Fund at the end of 

October was $5,928.  Through October, $12,406 (of the 

$17,700 promised for the year) was sent to the Synod 

for Benevolence.   

 The Contributions to the Mortgage Fund from 

January through October were $84,787; however, our 

Mortgage Expenses were $117,800.  The balance in our 

Mortgage Fund at the end of October was $31,390.  We 

have less than 3 months of mortgage payments as a 

Reserve. 

 2012 Budget:  Many folks took the opportunity 

of attending one of the ñBudget Hearings.ò  Your 

comments have been very helpful to both Council and 

the Support Team in the development of the Final 

Budget for your approval at the Annual Meeting on 

Dec. 4. 

 Bill Pay:  Some of our folks already make their 

contributions through Bill Pay.  When Bill Pay is used, 

the bank sends a check directly to the church, the check 

is copied, processed along with the offering each 

Sunday, and entered into our Reporting System.  The 

member no longer needs to be on our quarterly 

distribution of envelopes.  To make this most efficient, 

the Support Team will give anyone, who uses Bill Pay, 

a new envelope number and will stop sending envelopes 

in the mail.  We will also have cards in the pews that 

say ñI/We give electronically.ò  These can be placed in 

the offering plates during each service.  As more folks 

use Bill Pay, the church will save the expense of 

envelopes.  Let us know if you are interested in using 

Bill Pay. 

 Some of our members are already taking 

advantage of a tax savings included in the extension of 

the Tax Law signed in Dec. 2010.  For anyone who is 

70 ½ and has a Required Minimum Distribution from a 

Retirement Savings Account, such as a 401K or IRA, 

there may be a tax savings.  Some or all of that 

distribution can be sent directly from the firm handling 

that Retirement Account to the Church and be treated as 

a Tax Free Distribution.  Please check with your tax 

advisor before initiating such a transaction, it may not 

be an advantage for all folks.  If you have any questions, 

please call Barb or Jack Fadden on 302-539-6899 or e-

mail us at bjfadden@verizon.net.   

PIECEMAKERS  
by Barb Fadden 

 

 So far this fall, the Piecemakers 

have completed 8 quilts for Lutheran 

World Relief.  Several more tops, made at home by 

Millie Stark, are in the closet waiting to be quilted.  The 

quilts will be blessed during a service in Dec. and then 

taken to New Windsor, MD for distribution.  The quilts 

bring warmth on a cold night, shelter from the sun on a 

hot day, a bed, a room divider, a backpack to carry 

belongings, and, at times, even a home.  

 The Piecemakers recently contributed childrenôs 

quilts to the Shrinerôs Hospital in PA and to the Cricket 

Center in Berlin.  The Cricket Center serves children 

from abused homes in Worcester County and our quilts 

will be used to provide the children comfort.  In Dec., 

we will concentrate on putting together more childrenôs 

quilts for the Cricket Center and would love to have 

your help.  We will provide the kits to anyone willing to 

sew them at home.  Each kit consists of 30 blocks and 

should only take a short time to sew.  The need is great.  

Several tote bags were also made and donated to the 

Cricket Center.  We are waiting to make sure our 

samples were the size needed; then, they will be making 

those from donated upholstery samples. 

 We meet every Thu., from 10:30am until 2pm 

and need more help.  If you can tie a knot or decide 

what colors match, you have all the skills required to 

make these quilts.  We always stop for a cup of tea and 

lunch.  Some stay the entire time and others come late 

or leave early.  We have lots of fun, so please join us.  

Call Barb Fadden on 302-539-6899 if you have 

questions. 
 

 
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  

 
 On Sunday, December 25, at 10 am, we will 
gather for an informal worship service to celebrate the 
birth of our Savior, Jesus.  In the quiet, peaceful, and 
beautiful glow of morning, we will sing carols, give 
thanks, and hear once again the story of the birth of 
Jesus in the manger in Bethlehem.  
 Come and See!  This is a time for you and your 
family to gather together and remember the real season 
we rejoice at Christmas.  
 O Come, All Ye Faithful!. 
 

mailto:bjfadden@verizon.net



