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    Interim     
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

 ñYou are among those who have been called to belong to Jesus Christ, dear friends in OCEAN 
CITY.  God loves you dearly, and he has called you to be his very own people.  May grace and peace be 
yours from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.ò   Romans 1:6-7 NIV (with slight variation.) 
 
 It was a year ago that we began our journey together when I responded to the Call to serve as 
the Interim Senior Pastor of St. Peterôs.  It has been a year marked with grief and loss, some anger and 
frustration, forgiveness and grace, some conflict resolution, and the joy of serving with Godôs faithful 
people to carry out Godôs mission for St. Peterôs. 
 
 And now you have voted to Call a new Pastor.  The Call Committee has done a marvelous job in 
presenting a candidate that will lead and serve for the years to come.  [Editor Note:  See page 8 for 
details.]  While it has seemed to some to be a long process, it actually went by smoothly with the 
direction of the Holy Spirit ever present. 
 
 It is fitting that I will close out my ministry among you with the season of Lent and Easter, the 
same time that I began.  The atmosphere is different.  We are at a different place in our journey than we 
were 12 months ago.  There is great excitement in future possibilities joined with a little anxiety.  But you 
have grown to appreciate the possibilities that some change can bring and are more than ready to look 
for new ways to reach out in the name of Christ. 
 
 Ash Wednesday, February 22, will be observed with two services:  noon and 7 pm.  We will 
begin with Confession, and the imposition of Ashes, and receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  
Our Lenten Soup Suppers will follow the theme:  Lenten Journey:  Water Marks.  Through journaling 
together, we will take a deeper look into the waters of our Baptism and what it means to be marked with 
the cross of Christ in our daily lives.  I hope that many of you will make a commitment to meet on 
Wednesday evenings for this journey together. 
 
 Paul closed his letter to the Romans with these words:  ñGod is able to make you strong, just as 
the Good News sayséTo God, who alone is wise, be the glory forever through Jesus Christ.  Amen.ò 
 
Blessings to all in the name of Christ, 
 
Pastor John À 
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FEBRUARY BIBLE LESSONS 
 

Feb. 05 

5
th
 Epiphany 

Isaiah 40:21-31 

Psalm 147:1-11, 

20c 

1 Corinthians 9:16-

23 

Mark 1:29-39 

Feb. 12 

6
th
 Epiphany 

2 Kings 5:1-14 

Psalm 30 

1 Corinthians 9:24-

27 

Mark 1:40-45 

Feb. 19 

Transfiguratio

n of Our Lord 

2 Kings 2:1-12 

Psalm 50:1-6 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Mark 9:2-9 

Feb. 22 

Ash 

Wednesday 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

or Isaiah 58:1-2 

Psalm 51:1-17 

2 Corinthians 

5:20bð6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-

21 

Feb. 26 

1
st
 Lent 

Genesis 9:8-17 

Psalm 25:1-10 

1 Peter 3:18-22 

Mark 1:9-15 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

     
by Paul Grahe 

 
 The Son & Sand Greeters had a wonderful 
experience at the DE/MD Synod ROADTRIP from Fri., 
Jan. 20

th
-Sun., Jan. 22

nd
 at the Clarion Hotel.  This was 

a youth-oriented event put on by the Youth and Family 
Ministry Team of the DE/MD Synod.  We were asked to 
provide a display about our Son & Sand Retreat Center 
Ministry.  Those visiting the display were treated to 
Dolles Salt Water Taffy and had the opportunity to find 
out about the Retreat Center.  In Feb., we welcome the 
Confirmation Class from First English Lutheran Church, 
Baltimore, MD, from Feb. 24

th
-25

th
.  Let's give them a 

warm St. Peter's welcome!  
 In order to provide this ministry, we need 
individuals or couples to serve as Son & Sand Greeters.  
If you are interested in serving, I am available after the 
9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services.  I will schedule a training 
session for those individuals interested in serving in this 
ministry of St. Peter's.  We ask for your prayers as we 
look forward to another year of service. 
 For additional information about the Retreat 
Center and available dates for 2012, contact me at 410-
943-1186 or by e-mail at p.grahe@comcast.net 
 

           HAPPY  

     ANNIVERSARY  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          

HAPPY 

       BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
 

  
by Paul Grahe 

 

 The Men's Fellowship will meet at the church 

on Sat., Feb. 18
th
, at 9:00 a.m.  We continue our Bible 

Study and discussion of Mark Discovers Jesus, in the 

study guide, Chapter 14, and in the Gospel of Mark, 

Chapter 13.  Bob Anderson will lead our discussion and 

Paul Grahe will be providing breakfast.  We look 

forward to the men of St. Peter's and their friends to 

come for the meal, discussion, and fellowship.  In order 

for the proper amount of food to be prepared, kindly 

contact Paul Grahe at 410-943-1186 by Feb. 11
th
.  Also, 

if you need a study guide, you can obtain one by 

William & Rose Skledar 02/07 
Donald & Nancy Brager 02/11 
Phil & Priscilla Shoemaker 02/14 
Johan & Rosemary Nykvist 02/18 
Frederick & Jane Mangels 02/24 
Bill & Pat Strickland 02/28 
 

Karen Boon 02/01 Robert Swingler 02/17 
Joanne Kauffman 02/01 Barbara Hager 02/18 
Debra Ryan 02/01 Stephen Czonstka 02/19 
Evelyn Westfall 02/01 Mike Leyden 02/19 
Kenneth Palmer 02/02 Elsie Koehler 02/20 
Elizabeth Romig 02/02 Daniel Miller 02/21 
James Stenger 02/02 Kathy McCoy 02/22 
Maxine Brisbane 02/03 George Staton 02/22 
Kate Long 02/03 Jacqueline Tingle 02/22 
Patricia Stokes 02/04 Deborah Dallatezza 02/23 
Ronald Albright 02/12 Ellie Dutton 02/23 
Pamela Dolle 02/12 Gary Dutton 02/23 
Jeanenne Logan 02/13 Corey Cropper 02/24 
Darlene Machovec 02/13 Kathleen Ewing 02/25 
Trond Emberland 02/14 Gary Gasser 02/25 
Mary Jo Wheatley 02/14 Mallory Miller 02/25 
Al Kastner 02/16 Eric Myers 02/25 
Cathy Leyden 02/16 Betty Mitchell 02/26 
Carolyn Nuovo 02/16 Cathy Affeldt 02/27 
Judy Edelmann 02/17 Larry Ryan, Sr. 02/27 
 

FROM THE OFFICE: 
 Please inform the church office of any 
changes in your personal information:  address, 
phone number, marriage, divorce, or new births so 
we can keep our records up-to-date. 

mailto:p.grahe@comcast.net
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contacting Will Hiewsky at 410-208-3222.  Looking 

forward to seeing you as we seek to meet the challenge 

of our new Senior Pastor of providing and attending a 

Bible Study! 

 
 

 
 

Opportunities to serve God in our church and for 

Christian Growth:  

1.  Library:  Please stop in and check out a good read.  

2.  Nursery Care:  There continues to be a need for 

help in the Nursery at the 8:00 service.  Sign -up is 

outside the N ursery.  

3.  Sunday School:  Parents, please consider  taking 

turns to assist our Sunday  School teachers from 

time to time.  

4.  VBS:  Amazing Desert Journey -Where Je sus 

Leads Us Home.  Look for a sign -up to he lp make this 

another memorable V acation Bible School. 

5.  Adult Forum s:  There will be an adult forum 

provided at 9:30  a.m. 

 There seems to be  some debate over the 

Lutheran E nvironmental Study, "Earth Keeping ."  I 

would like to challenge you to see and judge for 

yourself.   Please join Bridget Foster at 11:00 and 

take another look at God's calling to grow in spiritual 

awareness of God's creation.  

 

Debbie Ryan, Christian Education Leader  
 

 

  
by Sue Shoop 

 
 "Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of activities but it is the 
same God who activates all of them in everyone.  To 
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good."  

 

RUSH - Are You Serving Him? 
 

 Come for an evening of feasting, fun, facts, and 

fellowship.  On Fri., Feb. 10
th
, at 6 p.m., the 

Stewardship Committee is sponsoring a Potluck Dinner.  

The theme is LOVE.  Wouldn't you LOVE to get 

together.  Please bring a main dish, side dish, or dessert 

to share and be ready to have a good time.  Time & 

Talent Sheets will also be distributed and collected. 

Knit and Pray 
 
 The group continues to work on Prayer Shawls 
but has been taking on Chemo Caps and Knit for Kids 
sweaters as well.  If you would like to join us, you are 
welcome.  You don't even have to know how to knit.  We 
can teach you.  Just come:  Feb. 9

th
 & 23

rd
 from 1-2pm.  

 If you would like to donate yarn, we use worsted 
weight yarn and a shawl takes 3 skeins (about 6 oz. 4 
ply).  We can also use just one skein for the hats of a 
soft washable yarn.  
 
 

ALTAR GUILD  
 

 Have you looked at the flowers in the 

church on S undays?  I think they are the 

prettiest in Ocean City.  Many people do not 

know that the altar flowers can be 

designated for a memorial of a loved one that 

has passed or honor an anniversary, birthday ,  

or anything that you want to honor.  You can 

donate one flower arrangement or both.  You 

can take them after the late service or you 

can leave the m.  The Flower Chart is in the 

Narthex on the right wall as you look at the 

Sanctuary.  Under the C hart are f orms for 

your designation.  There is a donation of 

$17.50 for one or $35.00 for both.  

 Theresa Pyle, the owner of Blossoms, 

a member of our congregation , and the 

creator of the beautiful  flower arrangements 

has told me that anyone donating flowers for 

a Su nday can call her and request favorite 

colors.  Her shop number is 302 732 3112.  

 Pray for the Altar Guild and our 

congregation in the preparation for our new 

Pastor.  I am excited for us!  

 

Jeannette Latzo  

 

FOOD PANTRY  
 

 The food pantry shelves are getting a 

little bare.  We are in need of cereal, 

canned soup with flip tops, canned meats such 

as tuna fish or Vienna Sausages, peanut 

butter, jelly, and mac & cheese.  
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By Barb & Jack Fadden 

 

 Your Year-end Contribution Statements are in 

the church mailboxes.  Please pick them up there and 

save us the expense of mailing them.   

 Bill Pay:  Those of you that have signed up to 

use Bill Pay will get new envelope numbers and will not 

get envelopes, starting with the mailing in March for the 

2
nd

 quarter.  We were not able to get that change made 

in time for the 1
st
 quarter envelope mailing.  We will 

place cards in the pews that say ñI/We give 

electronically.ò  These can be placed in the offering 

plates during each service.  As more folks use Bill Pay, 

the church will save the expense of envelopes.  Let us 

know if you are interested in using Bill Pay. 

 Starting in January, we paid the Mortgage from 

the General Fund.  All Commitments to the Mortgage 

were added to the General Fund Commitments and will 

be reported as a total on the 2012 Contribution 

Statements.  The full name of the ñMortgage Fundò is 

the Principal Reduction and Mortgage Fund.  At the end 

of December, that fund balance was $23,933.  It will be 

held until we get a sufficient amount to cover 12 months 

of Mortgage payments.  At that point, we can start 

making payments to reduce the principal.  We hope you 

will consider making Memorial donations to the 

ñPrincipal Reduction Fundò to help us reach that goal.  

Your contributions should be clearly marked ñPrincipal 

Reduction Donationò. 

 Remember, we started 2011 with a Faith Goal 

of $13,000.  We not only covered that shortfall, but 

ended the year with an extra $8,100.  Our 

Member/Associate Member Contributions were only 

1.2% below the Budget, but the Visitor Contributions 

were 28% below the Budget.  Our Expenses were 8.8% 

below Budget, mainly due to reduced personnel costs.  

Each of the Ministry Teams came in at or below Budget.   

There was a $30,000 difference between our Mortgage 

Payments and our Contributions to the Mortgage Fund.  

That difference is what is really causing us to carefully 

review our Expenses in 2012. 

 Council accepted the Support Team proposal to 

combine some of our funds, reducing the number of 

funds from 32 to 18.  Each of the Ministry Teams will 

have at least one fund to administer.  Watch for the 

details in the March NET. 

 If you have any questions, please call Barb or 

Jack Fadden on 302-539-6899 or e-mail us at 

bjfadden@verizon.net.   

 

 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP  
 

 On Sat., Jan.  14, 20 12 we had the 

òMeet and Greetó Potluck Dinner for Pastor 

Gregg Knepp.  The Community Life Center 

was alive with excitement, laughter, 

friendship ,  and plenty of delicious food and 

desserts.  A heartfelt thank you goes out to 

everyone who came bringing their casseroles, 

salads, special dishes, cakes, cookies, pies ,  

and brownies.  Also a ver y special thank you 

to all the F ellowship members and other 

volunteers who helped set - up and clean - up. 

 

Joyce Tillbery  

 
 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 Your generosity at Christmas was very 
heartwarming and Margo and I thank you, not just for 
the gift, but for your warm welcome and support.  Godôs 
Spirit is moving among us as we journey together.  
Thank you for your faithfulness in all things. 
Blessings, 
John & Margo Ranney 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

 Terri and I would like to thank the congregation 

for the generous Christmas gift.  It is especially 

appreciated this time of year.  Thank you. 

Elsworth 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

 Thank you for your thoughtfulness during our 

time of sorrow when Kristina passed away.  The cards, 

food, hugs, and words of comfort have been 

overwhelming.  Also, a special thank you to those who 

made desserts for her reception and for the many 

contributions that have been made to the Trust Fund for 

our granddaughter, Rylee. 
 

Michelle & Paul Miller 
 

* * * * * * * * * * *  

 Once again this year, you blessed our family 

with a generous Christmas gift.  Thank you for thinking 

of us during this special time of the year. 
 

Michelle & Paul Miller 

mailto:bjfadden@verizon.net
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 The Council gathered for the first meeting of 

2012 on Jan. 12
th
.  During that meeting, the following 

members were voted to serve as officers during this 

year:  Mary Lou Tietz-President, Billy Haynes-Vice 

President; Corey Rimel-Executive Committee Member-

at-Large.  The following have been appointed to serve 

again this year:  Dick Berry-Treasurer and David 

Nilsson-Financial Secretary and Accountant. 

 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

 
 The University of Minnesota Morris Concert 
Choir will present a concert at St. Peterôs Lutheran 
Church 4:00 p.m., on Sun., Mar. 11, 2012.  The Choir 
has 60-70 voices and will present an enjoyable 
afternoon of music.  A freewill offering, to cover some of 
their travel expenses, will be taken. 
 

BED AND BREAKFAST.  Sounds simple.  The 

students will need overnight housing and breakfast on 
Monday morning before boarding the bus for New York 
for another concert.  Anyone willing to provide bed and 
breakfast for two or more students, please contact Sue 
Shoop (410-723-6409), Elsworth Wheatley (443-735-
1696), or the church office (410-524-7474). 
 Mark your calendar and plan to attend. 
 

 

Hold The Date - HealthFest Returns 
on March 31, 2012  
 The Peninsula Regional Medical Center's 
health fair, "HealthFest:  An Event for All Ages," 
returns on Sat., Mar. 31, 2012 from 8:00 a.m. 
until 1:00 p.m. at James M. Bennett High School 
in Salisbury.  HealthFest will feature a series of 
free health screenings, demonstrations, exhibits, 
vendors and much more!  It will be a morning 
filled with great healthcare and great fun!  Pl ease 
tell your friends and neighbors to hold the date 
now.  

 

 
Update from Lutheran Campus Ministry at UD 

 

 As the new year rolls around, it is important to 

think about our accomplishments from the past year and 

what we hope to achieve moving forward.  One of the 

programs I am most pleased to be a part of is Fellowship 

in Serving the Hungry or ñFISH.ò  

 FISH is a grocery distribution program that 

currently serves about 60 families a month. The 

program is made possible through a variety of 

supporters.  Volunteers come from University of 

Delawareôs Lutheran Campus Ministries; the program is 

hosted by St. Paulôs Lutheran Church and supported by 

many other churches in the community.  FISH runs on a 

budget of $500 a month and purchases discounted food 

from the Delaware Food Bank.  The program also 

receives donated food from the USDA.  We distribute 

food every 3
rd
 Friday of the month. 

 Our volunteers have made a great difference in 

the lives of our clients this year.  This was displayed at 

our annual FISH Fundraising Dinner this October, when 

two of our clients spoke about what the program has 

done for them.  Our volunteers order the food, call 

clients, collect winter coats for a coat drive, make bread, 

pack and distribute our boxes, and most importantly 

show respect and compassion for the people in our 

program.  

 So as you make your new yearôs resolutions, I 

encourage you to consider volunteering for our program 

and listen more for the voice of God in your life. 

 Galatians 5:13-14. Serve one another in love.  

The entire law is summed up in a single command 

ñLove your neighbor as yourself.ò  

 If you are interested in volunteering for the 

program, please contact Beth Goodland at 

goodland@udel.edu 

 

Beth Goodland 

Campus Ministry Co-Peer Minister for Service 

University of Delaware 2013 

 


