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    Interim     
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

 The old year now away is fled, 
 The new year it is entered; 
 Then let us all our sins down tread, 
 And joyfully all appear. 
 Let's merry be this holiday, 
 And let us run with sport and play, 
 Hang

1
 sorrow, let's cast care away 

 God send us a merry new year!   -1642 
 
 These are the words placed to the tune of Greensleeves, an old English tune we know best as 
ñWhat Child Is This?ò  The sentiments are centuries old; before digital age, cell phones, hectic shopping 
and holiday vacations.  It seems the sense that time is passing quickly is not new to the current 
generation.  But wasnôt it just February of 2011 that I began serving as Interim Pastor at St. Peterôs 
Lutheran Church? 
 
 On January 6

th
, a Friday evening, at 5pm, we will celebrate Epiphany with a Service of Light and 

prayers for the world.  The word epiphany means manifestation or revealing of something.  In this case, it 
is the revealing of Jesus Christ as the light of the world.  January 6

th
 is the Twelfth day after Christmas.  In 

some cultures, it is the day that gifts are exchanged in remembrance of the Kings or Wise Men bringing 
gifts to the Christ child.  As you may suppose the song, the 12 Days of Christmas, gets its origin from this 
liturgical calendar. 
 
 I know that Epiphany falls on a Friday, not a traditional worship night.  I know that it is difficult to 
get people out of their homes on a cold winter evening.  I know that it will not have a high priority.  But I 
promise, if you come, you will be spiritually delighted.  The world needs our prayers, needs to have Jesus 
revealed in ways that bring peace and not judgment.  Bring your neighbors, invite your friends and then 
have dinner together afterwards and share your own faith story of how God has revealed himself to you in 
your life. 
 
 May the New Year bring a promise of new beginnings to you and the people of St. Peterôs.  God 
will send a new Pastor to journey with you. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor John À 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/Hymns_and_Carols/old_year_away_is_fled.htm#Note01
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JANUARY BIBLE LESSONS 
 

Jan. 01 

Name of Jesus 

or 

1
st
 Christmas 

Numbers 6:22-27 

Psalms 8 

 

Isaiah 61:10ð62:3 

Psalms 148 

Galatians 4:4-7 or 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Luke 2:15-21 

Galatians 4:4-7 

Luke 2:22-40 

Jan.06 

Epiphany of 

Our Lord 

Isaiah 60-1-6 

Psalms 72:1-7,  

10-14 

Ephesians 3:1-12 

Matthew 2:1-12 

Jan. 08 

Baptism of 

Our Lord 

Genesis 1:1-5 

Psalms 29 

Acts 19:1-7 

Mark 1:4-11 

Jan. 15 

2 Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 

[11-20] 

Psalms 139:1-6,  

13-18 

1 Corinthians 6: 

12-20 

John 1:43-51 

Jan. 22 

3 Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Psalms 62:5-12 

1 Corinthians 7: 

29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 

Jan. 29 

4 Epiphany 

Deuteronomy 18: 

15-20 

Psalms 111 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Mark 1:21-28 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

          HAPPY  

     ANNIVERSARY  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          

HAPPY 

       BIRTHDAYS 
  

 
 
 

     
by Paul Grahe 

 
 First, let me thank Elsworth, the Choir 
Members, and the Son & Sand Greeters for the lovely 
luncheon we shared on Sun., Dec. 11

th
.  Afterwards, the 

Son & Sand Greeters met with me for a very productive 
end of the year meeting.  We had a very successful year 
and was able to support the Church's General Fund with 
a $10,000.00 contribution.  
 In Jan., we welcome our first youth group from 
Cedar Grove Methodist, Deale, MD, from Jan. 20

th
-22

nd
.  

A total of 9 groups have contacted me already and are 
interested in dates throughout 2012.  Out of the 9 
groups, 7 groups have never been here before on 
Retreat.  Also, in Jan., I have been asked to provide a 
display about the Retreat Center at the Delaware-
Maryland Synod's Youth & Family Ministry Road Trip, 
scheduled the weekend of Jan. 20

th
-22

nd
 at the Clarion 

Hotel.  This will give the Retreat Center additional 
exposure to Youth Advisors throughout our Synod.  

Carl & Judy Lemaster 01/11 
Charles & Mary Lou Erwin 01/14 
Will & Bonnie Hiewsky 01/16 
George & Jeanne Leroy 01/16 
Eric & Hanne Nilsson 01/18 
Reggie & Cathy Carter 01/19 
Ronald & Patricia Hartman 01/19 
Charles & Emma Jerscheid 01/27 
William & Anna Neimiller 01/27 
Vincent & Herla Lobo 01/30 
 

Richard Floyd 01/01 Jean Wheeler 01/12 
Wayne Allen 01/03 Pat Burton 01/13 
Jake Banks 01/03 Ron Erwin 01/14 
Bill Ellis 01/03 Robert Taylor 01/15 
Bernard Nelson, Sr. 01/03 Will Hiewsky 01/16 
John Wheeler 01/03 Richard Sidoli 01/16 
Austin Carter 01/04 Sharon Sorrentino 01/16 
Chuck Pyle 01/05 Tim Mai 01/17 
Glenn Riley 01/05 Lyn Meixner 01/17 
Theodore Frantum 01/06 Malia Nichols 01/17 
Vicki Hotz 01/06 Darlene Shores 01/17 
Rob Robinson 01/06 Leesa Solovey 01/17 
John Solliday 01/06 Paul Miller 01/18 
Mackenzi Wagner 01/06 Edward Quillin 01/18 
Diane Bogdon 01/07 Tim Abbott 01/19 
Thelma Decker 01/07 Scott Bushnell 01/20 
Dayne Feher 01/07 Linda Lee 01/22 
Rosemary Nykvist 01/07 Richard DeLawder 01/23 
Cathy Helmick 01/08 Carol Stumper 01/23 
Earl Hewitt 01/09 Sarah Cooke 01/25 
Carl Lemaster 01/09 Cyndi Gladwell 01/25 
Arline Kelso 01/10 Tammy Green 01/25 
Ada May Shipley 01/10 Matthew Banks 01/27 
Kaitlyn Peters 01/11 Peter Palmer 01/27 
Linda Ricks 01/11 Sally Burns 01/29 
Charles Silk 01/12  
 

FROM THE OFFICE: 
 Please inform the church office of any 
changes in your personal information:  address, 
phone number, marriage, divorce, or new births so 
we can keep our records up-to-date. 
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Recently, I wrote an article about the Retreat Center to 
be published in the Synod's E-Letter which is mailed to 
churches in the Synod and beyond our Synod.  It's very 
encouraging to see requests coming in for 2012 and we 
haven't even celebrated the New Year.  
 For additional information about the Retreat 
Center and available dates for 2012, contact me at 410-
943-1186 or by e-mail at p.grahe@comcast.net.  Also, 
anyone interested in serving as a Son & Sand Greeter, I 
am available prior to and after the 11:00 a.m. service.  I 
will schedule a training session for those interesting in 
serving.  
 Have a Blessed and Happy New Year!  
  

 
 

 

   
by Paul Grahe 

 

 The Men's Fellowship will meet at the church on 
Sat., Jan. 21, at 9:00 a.m.  We continue our Bible Study 
and discussion of Mark Discovers Jesus, in the study 
guide, Chapter 13, and in the Gospel of Mark, Chapter 
12.  Chuck Erwin will lead our discussion and Dave 
Leretsis will be providing breakfast.  In 2012, we look 
forward to the men of St. Peter's and their friends to 
come for the meal, discussion, and fellowship.  In order 
for the proper amount of food to be prepared, kindly 
contact Will Hiewsky at 410-208-3222 by Jan. 14

th
.  

Also, if you need a copy of the study guide, you can 
obtain one by contacting Will Hiewsky.  Looking forward 
to seeing the regular crew and new faces in 2012!  
 

  

 

 

 
 

 We are planning an "Amazing Desert Journey" 

this June 25-29!!  No, we are not planning a trip, but we 

are planning an exciting VBS journey this year!  There 

are lots of different opportunities and ways to help.  

Please join us on Tue., Jan. 10 at 6:00 pm. 

 Adult Forum s:  Bonnie Hiewsky will provide 

another spiritual Bible study at 9:30.  For the first time, 

Bridget Foster will leader a study at 11:00.  She will 

continue an environmental study from a Christian 

perspective. 

 Thank you to all who helped out in the Nursery 

during the 9:30 & 11:00 services while Linda was 

recovering.  Also, thank you to all who have been 

available during the 8:00 service.  Please continue to do 

so and we need more people to sign-up. 

 Happy New Year! 

Debbie Ryan, Christian Education Leader 
 

  
by Sue Shoop 

 

  I love this time of year.  I have a brand new 

calendarðitôs a clean slate to write on.  This is the only 

time it will be empty.  I begin by recording birthday and 

anniversary dates of my family and friends.  Then I add 

my routine meetings and appointments.  By this time, 

the empty spaces are quickly disappearing.  I now have 

an idea of what free time I will have.  How will I use 

this time?  

 The way we use our time in daily life is one of 

the indicators of what is really important to us.  We can 

always find time for the things we consider most 

important.  We find time for putting first those things 

that matter most to us.  Time talks.  When we give it to 

others, we are really giving ourselves.  How we allocate 

this limited resource reveals what we most value.  Use it 

wisely.  
 
. 

RUSH - Are You Serving Him? 
 

 When you come to church, do you ever consider 

how many people it takes to help create our worship 

experience?  You are greeted by Ushers, the Altar Guild 

works to prepare the altar area.  There is music to 

prepare, bulletins to print, sermons to prepare, readers, 

those who count our offering, nursery workers, etc.  It 

certainly does take a congregation that works together to 

fulfill our mission.  

 The Stewardship Team will be sponsoring a 

potluck supper on Friday, February 10
th
 at 6:00 p.m.  It 

will be an opportunity to find out about the church 

ministry teams.  You can find out about their missions, 

leaders, and needs.  Join us for food, fellowship and fun. 
 

 

 

 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
by Sue Shoop 

 
 As the New Year begins, we continue our study 

of Mark.  The Martha Circle, which meets on the first 

Wed. of the month, has changed its time to 1:00 p.m.  

Join us for lunch at the Open Kettle and then enjoy our 

time of fellowship and study.  We sadly have to say 

goodbye to Shirley Gorby as she moves and begins a 

new adventure.  We wish her well.  Please join one of 

our Ladies Circles.  Not only do we enjoy the Bible 

study, but it offers a time for fellowship and sharing and 

is a way to get better acquainted with each other.  

 

mailto:p.grahe@comcast.net
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Knit and Pray 
 
 The group continues to work on Prayer Shawls 
but has been taking on Chemo Caps and Knit for Kids 
sweaters as well.  If you would like to join us, you are 
welcome.  You don't even have to know how to knit.  We 
can teach you.  Just come:  Jan. 12 and 26 from 1-2pm.  
 If you would like to donate yarn, we use worsted 
weight yarn and a shawl takes 3 skeins (about 6 oz 4 
ply).  We can also use just one skein for the hats of a 
soft washable yarn.  
 
 
 
 

Stretch and Pray 
 

 Simple yoga and prayer are combine for this 
exercise time EACH Thu. from 4:30 - 5pm, beginning 
on Jan. 5.  Pastor Ranney will lead this group using a 
DVD called Stretch and Pray from Augsburg Fortress 
Publishers.  You can be a yoga beginner.  Come and 
experience the calming effect of this yoga and prayer 
combination.  
 

 

 

 

 

A BIG THANK -YOU FOR A 

BIG SUCCESS! 

 A big thank-you to all who 

participated in any way to make the 

Cookie Walk on Dec. 10 and 11 a 

successðall the bakers, sellers, 

people who gave monetary donations, arrangers (on Fri. 

eve), people who did publicity (including the church 

office), people who counted money, people who 

delivered cookies, people who donated boxes, and 

everyone who wished us well. 

 We are happy to report that approximately 

$3,000.00 has been raised, all of which will be donated 

to Diakonia to help those less fortunate than ourselves.   

Thatôs a lot of cookies!! 

 We are especially grateful to Thrivent Financial 

for Lutherans who provided matching funds, Sunset 

Marina who gave a generous check, and Crack of Dawn 

Bakery who gave us literally hundreds of dozens of 

cookies to sell, and Sunset Grille. 

 I am very thankful for the members of this 

church and community who pulled together to make this 

event happen when it appeared less than a month before, 

that it might not come to be.  God bless you all! 

 

Carol Ann Ellis 

   

 

 
By Barb & Jack Fadden 

 

 The November financials were not available as 

we were preparing this article.  By next month, we will 

be able to report the results for all of 2011. 

 We are thankful for everyone who participated 

in the ñBudget Hearingsò as part of the 2012 Budget 

process.  Your comments were very helpful to both 

Council and the Support Team in the development of 

the Final Budget approved at the Annual Congregational 

Meeting on Dec. 4. 

 The Budget process started in early Aug. with a 

Task Force of Personnel, Support, the Executive 

Committee, and several past Council Presidents.  The 

Task force recommended: 

1) The inclusion of the Mortgage Expense in 

the General Fund Budget 

2) Frequent communication of the financials to 

the Congregation 

3) A new Budget process to involve the 

congregation early in the process 

4) Most important, that the Final Budget be 

balanced  

 We are pleased to be starting the year with a 

balanced Budget.  Unfortunately, significant cuts had to 

be made in comparison with previous Budgets.   

 During the year, we will need everyoneôs 

assistance, since the anticipated Contributions for the 

year include a real ñstretchò amount for both the usage 

of the Retreat Center and the Community Life Center.  

Therefore, we all need to tell others about our 

marvelous facility.  When in contact with members from 

your prior congregation, invite them to visit our facility.  

Bring your visitors to see our church and take 

advantages of the resources we have to offer. 

 Bill Pay:  Some of our folks already make their 

contributions through Bill Pay.  When Bill Pay is used, 

the bank sends a check directly to the church, the check 

is copied, processed along with the offering each 

Sunday and entered into our Reporting system.  The 

member no longer needs to be on our quarterly 

distribution of envelopes.  To make this most efficient, 

the Support Team will give anyone, who uses Bill Pay, 

a new envelope number and will stop sending envelopes 

in the mail.  We will also have cards in the pews that 

say ñI/We give electronically.ò  These can be placed in 

the offering plates during each service.  As more folks 

use Bill Pay, the church will save the expense of 

envelopes.  Let us know if you are interested in using 

Bill Pay. 

 Please watch your church mailboxes for your 

year end Contribution Statement.  Weôll get an e-mail 

out letting you know when they are available.  This 

saves us the expense of mailing this information. 


