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               Interim    Dear Friends in Christ, 

 
ñGrace to you and peace from God our Father.  In our prayers for you, we always 

thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have heard of your faith in Christ 
Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven.ò  --Colossians 1:2-4 

 
These are the words Paul used to greet the church community in Colossae.  I use them here as a greeting 

and a giving of thanks to you all for the work you do in this community of faith.  Later in the letter to the Colossians, 
Paul addresses what a new life in Christ means in the community.  This new life brings with it a new set of values 
and new relationships.  Paul uses these words:  compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  The 
next verse in Chapter 3, Verse 13, is one I want to highlight in this newsletter. 

 
ñBear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as 

the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.ò 
 
For the community to move forward in ministry, each member must let go of past grievances and offer 

forgiveness and receive forgiveness.  Through years of pastoral ministry, I have reminded people that they can 
only be accountable for their own behavior; we cannot change or be responsible for the behavior of others.  I, as a 
Christian, cannot hold on to my anger or disappointment and wait for the person who has hurt, angered, or 
offended me to step forward to apologize.  I must take the first step, the step toward reconciliation. 

 
Through Christ, we are made one with the Father and with the Body of Christ.  His life, death, and 

resurrection redeem us from our sins and set us free to be the people of God.  Let us move forward toward 
wholeness and healing, reminded by the example and words of Jesus Christ:  ñForgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.ò   

 
In the closing verses of Paulôs letter to the church in Colossae, Paul writes:  ñLet your speech always be 

gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer everyone.ò 
 
In His love, 
 
Pastor John À 
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I have been giving some 

attention to my ancestors lately.  When 

Iôve had a little free time, Iôve looked 

at various sources on the internet, 

trying to fill some gaps in my 

genealogy with some success.  As I 

looked at the names of the generations of ancestors, it 

occurred to me that I donôt know them beyond their 

names.  For most, I have no idea what they looked like 

and more importantly, I do not know what they were 

like.  But they are important to me, for without them, I 

would not exist. 

 

Do you know your ancestors?  How about your 

spiritual ancestors?  Think back over the years about 

those parents and grandparents who taught you about 

God.  Who are the Sunday School teachers, Vacation 

Bible School teachers, Confirmation teachers, and 

Pastors who helped to shape your Christian faith?  They 

are all as important to our lives as are our biological 

ancestors.  And there were countless others, who were 

their spiritual ancestors, and we could trace them all the 

way back to the Apostles.  

 

Be thankful for those who came before us and 

the influence they have had on our lives.  Honor them 

by being that influence on the lives of your children and 

grandchildren, and on the children of others by teaching 

a class in Sunday School, or mentoring another person 

in the faith.  Every Christian needs the help of other 

Christians to grow in the faith.  You can beðyou should 

beðthe spiritual ancestor to other Christians.  Those 

Christians can be of any age, but we all need someone 

to teach us. 

 

Neither my great-great grandfather, James 

Jefferson Davis, nor his father, Cross Ragland Davis, 

had any idea about me.  They were both long gone 

before I was born.  But they have been instrumental in 

my life and in the lives that have been and will be 

influenced by my life.  Who knows what good will 

come in future generations from our faithfulness today 

in being teachersðspiritual ancestorsðto our families 

and to others? 

 

Be faithful in your witness. 

 

In the Lordôs service, 

 

Pastor James 

 

 

 

  
 

 The next meeting will be on Saturday, June18th  
at 9:00 a.m. in the Retreat Center.  Ed Fritz will lead the 
discussion on Chapter 7 of Mark Discovers Jesus.  
Chuck Erwin will be preparing our breakfast.  All men of 
St. Peter's and their friends are encouraged to attend.  If 
you plan on attending or need a copy of the study guide, 
please call Will Hiewsky at 410-208-3222.  
 
 

JUNE BIBLE LESSONS 
 

Jun. 02 

Ascension of 

Our Lord 

Acts 1:1-11 

Psalms 47 or 

Psalms 93 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

Luke 24:44-53 

Jun. 05 

7
th
 Easter 

Acts 1:6-14 

Psalms 68:1-10, 

32-35 

1 Peter 4:12-14;  

5:6-11 

John 17:1-11 

Jun. 12 

Day of 

Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 or 

Numbers 11: 

24-30 

Psalms 104:24-34, 

35b 

1 Corinthians 12: 

3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21 

John 20:19-23 or 

John 7:37-39a 

Jun. 19 

The Holy 

Trinity 

Genesis 1:1ð2:4a 

Psalms 8 

2 Corinthians 13: 

11-13 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Jun. 26 

2
nd

 Pentecost 

Jeremiah 28:5-9 

Psalms 89:1-4, 

15-18 

Romans 6:12-23 

Matthew 10:40-42 

 

 

   HAPPY  

       BIRTHDAYS  
 

AN  EPISTLE FRO M  JAM ES  

Yvonne Campbell 06/01 David Nilsson 06/15 
Les Frisch 06/01 Barry McVicker 06/16 
Mary Lou Kauffman 06/01 Olivia Wooden 06/16 
Jay Stulz 06/01 Karen Gorby 06/17 
Jeff Bona 06/04 William Kelso 06/17 
Howard Harrison 06/05 Michelle Miller 06/17 
Mark Kruelle 06/05 Art Beck 06/18 
Dorothy Smith 06/05 Joyce Tillbery 06/18 
Makenna Nichols 06/06 Edward Fritz 06/20 
Aleta Allen 06/08 Hank Meixner 06/20 
Bill Hotz 06/08 Richard Berry 06/21 
Robert Anderson 06/09 Marina Wheeler 06/23 
Deanna Smith 06/10 Carolyn Conkel 06/25 
Johan Nykvist 06/11 Barbara Murray 06/26 
Patricia Rosenquist 06/11 John Latzo 06/27 
John Baehman 06/12 Andrea Conway 06/28 
Ryan Geppi 06/12 Fred Kruelle 06/28 
Charles Erwin 06/15 Debbie Gabbert 06/29 
Bernard Hartline 06/15 Dexter Stannard 06/29 
Terry Hoption 06/15  
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
by Sue Shoop 

 

 Renew, Respond, and Rejoice are the new 3 R's 

presented in this Summer's Bible Study.  This month, 

we will look at Renewal.  Renewal requires new 

perspective, new ideas, new behavior, and then we can 

set out on a new course.  There are three circles that 

meet monthly.  The Esther Circle meets the first 

Monday of the month at 7 p.m.  The Martha Circle 

meets the first Wednesday of the month at the church.  

The Ruth Circle meets the third Thursday of each month 

in different members homes.  Please come and join us.  

It is a wonderful way to meet other women in the 

church.  For more information, please call Bonnie 

Hiewsky at 410-208-3222.  
 

 
 

All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and 
whoever comes to Me, I will never cast out.  --John 6:37 
 
God is so incredibly faithful to us.  All we have to do is 
come to Jesus and ñfind our confidence in His 
faithfulnessò.  --Steven Furtick, Sun Stand Still 
 
I am praying for leadership and increased membership 
in our Sunday School, especially our families, so that 
young people can grow up serving God our Father, in 
church and in the community with Christian confidence. 
 
Ways you can serve God and/or just have fun in your 
Spiritual Life Team: 
 
Movie Nights:  7:15 pm.  Look for posters and sign-up. 
June 4 ï African Queen; July 2 - National Treasure; 
August 6 - Finding Nemo.  
 
VBS:  June 20-24

th
, 5:30-8pm.  Invite neighbors, 

friends, and anyone else.  Please join us for fun and joy 
in celebrating Jesusô childhood.  Call Evy Collins to help 
or to register at 443-783-8945. 
 
ELCA World Hunger:  Sunday School is raising funds 
for the poor in 3

rd
-world countries.  Funds go to buy 

animals to sustain a living.  ñGodôs Barnyardò is 
displayed in the Narthex. 
 
Pet Pantry:  The Youth will be collecting on the 1

st
 

Sunday of the month, starting June 5.  List of needed 
items will be posted 
 
Boys & Girls Scout Troup plans:  It is in the 
developing stages.  Please look for more information. 
 
Sunday School:  We still need a leader for next year 
Sunday School program.  Materials are fun and easy to 
present.  It is a good opportunity to also grow your faith 
and understanding of the Bible. 
 
Adult Sunday School plans for next year.  Bible Study 
will continue.  
 
New Adult Forums:  Finances, Parenting, Special 
Speakers, Ethic Issues.  Please let me know if you have 
any other suggestions. 
 
If you have questions or if interested in any of these, 
please call Debbie Ryan: 410-641-3231. 
 
Our next meeting will be Monday, June 13, at 6:30. 
Please join us. 
 
May the Spirit move you to serve with us or on one of 
the another Teams.  
 
Debbie Ryan, Spiritual Life Leader 

David & Pat Johnstone 06/01 
Ron & Robyn Erwin 06/02 
Julian & Betty Mitchell 06/02 
Rudolph & Pamela Dolle 06/05 
Walter & Sandra Bailey 06/06 
John & Barbara Fadden 06/06 
David & Karen Gorby 06/08 
Eric & Brandy Myers 06/09 
Richard & Linda Sidoli 06/10 
Vane & Dorothy Smith, Jr. 06/10 
David & Linda Walter 06/10 
Thomas & Sally Seibold 06/12 
Ray & Pat Rogers 06/13 
Jim & Anna Behler 06/16 
Dexter & Virginia Stannard 06/17 
Peter & Marcia Frederick 06/18 
Theodore & Katherine Frantum 06/19 
Leo & Joyce Tillbery 06/19 
Stephen & Christine Czonstka 06/20 
John & Jeannette Latzo 06/20 
Robert & Cathy Affeldt 06/21 
Fred & Angie Deily 06/21 
Douglas & Linda Harry 06/21 
Ron & Karen Jones 06/22 
Mike & Cathy Leyden 06/22 
Jeff & Veronica Bona 06/23 
Robert & Claire Deickman 06/24 
Gary & Maria Gasser 06/24 
Earl & Eleanor Hewitt 06/24 
James & Ann Borrell 06/27 
Gary & Janet Dutton 06/27 
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 We welcome the youth from Divinity Lutheran 
Church, in Towson, MD, on Saturday, June 25

th
.  Also, 

the youth from Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, in York, PA, 
from Monday, June 27

th
-Thursday, June 30

th
.  Let's give 

them a warm St. Peter's welcome.  
 Summer dates are still available for June, July, 
and August.  Registration brochures can be obtained at 
the Information Desk.  The Retreat Center is open year-
round and is handicapped accessible.  
 I would like to thank Dave and his painting crew 
for giving the Retreat Center a fresh coat of paint.  The 
next project is to have the floors in the Retreat Center 
professionally cleaned.  
 Here are some comments from our most recent 
visiting group:  
5/13-5/15/11 - St. Philipôs Lutheran Church, Wilmington, 
DE, held a Youth Retreat.  "The Retreat Center was 
very nice and the most positive aspect was the 
amenities the Retreat Center offers including the big TV.  
The greeters were friendly, knowledgeable, and helpful.ò  

 For additional information, contact Paul Grahe 
at 410-943-1186 or p.grahe@comcast.net  
 

 

PEACH 

FESTIVAL  

2011 
 

 

Thursday, August 11 & Friday, August 12 

 

 Flea Market items may be dropped off at the 

Church beginning July 1, Mondays thru Thursdays, 

10am to 2pm. 

 Please contact Elsworth Wheatley at 443-735-

1696 to arrange for pickup of any large items. 

 Coordinators meeting will be June 1 at 2pm.  

More details to follow. 

 

 

PIECEMAKERS  

 
 The viewing of the ñThe 

Quiltersò has been  rescheduled 

for Jun. 9 at 10 a.m.  It is a musical 

about women of the Prairie and 

their quilts.  Pastor John has will lead a discussion 

afterward, so bring your lunch and plan to stay for the 

discussion.  We will have a sign-up sheet so we know 

how many will attend.  The Piecemakers will provide 

dessert.  Please join us.  Call Barb Fadden at 302-539-

6899 if you have questions. 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
A Series of Articles About Worship 

 
Altar Guild 
 

 When you invite guests to dinner in your home, 
you want to make it a great experience as the host.  You 
clean and you plan a menu to please your guests.  You 
set your table with the finest that you have and you 
make sure that all will go smoothly.  In the worship of 
the congregation, the Altar Guild serves by ñsetting the 
tableò for our worship and meal together. 
 

 The definition of a guild is as follows: 
 

 a.  An association of persons of the same trade 
or pursuits, formed to protect mutual interests and 
maintain standards. 
 

 b.  A similar association, as of merchants or 
artisans, in medieval times. 
 

 In the congregation, the Altar Guild could be 
described as an association of people formed to prepare 
the worship area for services of worship.  Further, these 
people do so, in humble service, as an act of worship 
itself.  It could just be a task, another job that needs to 
be done in order that we can do what we are supposed 
to do when we gather for worship.  But that would 
diminish the spiritual work that is done as linens are 
washed and pressed, communion vessels placed, bread 
baked, and paraments changed, as well as a whole host 
of other tasks that are undertaken in preparation for 
worship. 
 

 This setting of the table, in preparation of Godôs 
Holy Meal, is an act of service.  In the temple in 
Jerusalem, the sons of the house of Levi were charged 
with the preparations needed for the appropriate 
sacrifices and needs of the priests.  It was an honor to 
be scheduled to serve in this manner.  In our 
congregation, we are always in need of people willing to 
serve on the Altar Guild.  There are training instructions 
available and many varieties of times needed to be filled 
by those willing to serve.  And if someone is so called, 
we are in need of a new coordinator, as Donna Harris 
has requested. 
 

Pastor Ranney 
 
 

HELP WANTED FOR THE NET 
 

 Since we have changed the format for the 
newsletter and are now mailing them out to everyone 
while we are in transition, The NET Production Team 
could use a couple more people to help once a month, 
usually the last Thursday of the month at 10 am.  This 
involves folding the newsletters, putting seals and 
address labels on them, chatting, laughing, and drinking 
coffee.  Call Jane Mangels at 410-208-0562 for more 
info.     

mailto:p.grahe@comcast.net
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

May Council Meeting  
 

ü Mortgage contributions for April were less than 

the mortgage payment.  The General Fund has a 

negative balance of $2,079.69 and continues to 

borrow from other funds. 

ü There will be a Boy Scout Information meeting 

on May 25
th
. 

ü The Call Committee will meet with Pastor Kay 

to go over the interview process. 

ü There will not be an Ocean Pines Worship 

Service this summer.  The congregation will 

worship together in Ocean City. 

ü The Marketing Team participated in the Ocean 

City Chamber Expo at Seacrets.  Along with 

having a display, brochures were distributed 

with parish happenings. 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP  
 

 The Open Kettle will continue, as 

usual, every Wednesday.  We n ow serve 

sandwiches, side dishes, fruit, chips ,  and 

whatever finds its way to the kitchen.  I 

hope all you farmers remembered to plant a 

couple extra plants for us.  It's a treat and 

a challenge to use every vegetable, fruit ,  and 

herb that is donated.  The  aroma that comes 

out of the kitchen is wonderful.  Come and 

join us on Wednesdays, 12 -  2PM or come 

early to help.  

 On Sundays, we always have bagels, 

coffee ,  and tea.  Sometimes, we get a 

surprise and add sweets to the tables.  Come 

in before or after se rvices for fellowship and 

nourishment.  

 We are still debating on the 

Oyster/Ham Supper.  It will either be in 

October 2011 or January 2012.  More 

details to follow.   

 Please keep the Church and the 

Fellowship Team in your prayers.   

 Our next meeting is S eptember 14th.  

Jeannette Latzo  

ST. PETERôS SHINES AT  

OC MARKETPLACE BUSINESS EXPO  
 

 On Tuesday night, April 26, the Marketing 

Team and friends represented St. Peterôs at the Ocean 

City Chamber of Commerce Marketplace, held at 

Seacrets.  Along with about 30 other exhibitors, we 

displayed and promoted our services and facilities, 

including the Retreat Center and the Community Life 

Center or CLC (the ñbig roomò for those who donôt 

recognize the formal name).  We also distributed 

brochures detailing the times of services, the upcoming 

Vacation Bible School in June, the Capital Ringers, and 

other parish happenings. 

 

 Many people stopped by, and one or two even 

expressed interest in joining the church.  Many thanks to 

all the people who made this possible and especially to 

Carl and Judy Lemaster, Paul Grahe, and Bill Ellis, who 

helped the night of the event, as well as preparing parts 

of the display.  Also, a big hand to Larry Ryan, who 

made a five-foot banner with the church name in large 

letters, and to Don and Donna Harris, who provided a 

CD showing events being held at the CLC, which we 

showed as a continual ñslideshowò on the churchôs 

laptop during the evening.  Also, to Pat Pfannenstiel for 

her help and Michelle Miller who photocopied 

information to hand out and made sure we had what we 

needed. 

 

 We appreciate all the people, including choir 

members, who offered their support and suggestions.  

That night, we certainly fulfilled our mission to spread 

the ñGood Newsò about St. Peterôs.  Several people 

commented that we had created a unique display and 

presence at the event. 

 

 If youðor anyone you knowðis planning a 

graduation or retirement party, a reception, a big 

meeting, or any other event, which calls for a large 

space, please check out the beautiful new CLC and call 

Michelle at 410-524-7474 for availability and rates.  All 

rates are reasonable, and there are special rates for 

church members.  Rates and accommodations (350 

people in row seating or 200 at round tables) are also 

listed in the new Community Life Center brochure in 

the rack in the Narthex.  Take one! 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Carol Ann Ellis 

Chair, Marketing Team 
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By Barb & Jack Fadden 

 

 At the end of April 2011, Contributions from 

Members, Associate Members, and Visitors were 3% 

below the Budget.  Total Contributions were 4% below 

the Budget.   

 Our Expenses were 8% below the Budget 

through April.  The General Fund at the end of April 

was ($2,080) which, especially after Easter, is normally 

positive by this time of year.  In addition, some of the 

amounts pledged to the Mortgage Fund are actually 

being contributed to the General Fund as described 

below. 

 Remember, only Contributions specifically 

designated for the Mortgage Fund are put in that fund. 

Undesignated Contributions go into the General Fund, 

so please indicate your intentions on your envelopes. 

 The Contributions to the Mortgage Fund from 

January through April were $31,500; however, our 

Mortgage Expenses were $35,340.  The balance in our 

Mortgage Fund at the end of April was $48,800; 

however, that is prior to the mortgage payment of 

$11,780 due on May 1.  We, therefore, have about three 

months of mortgage payments as a reserve.  

 After a comparison of the Contributions and the 

Pledges to the Mortgage Fund through April, the 

Contributions are about $14,500 lower than anticipated.  

Approximately $5,000 of those Contributions went to 

the General Fund.  Another $8,500 in expected 

Contributions is from those who make an annual Pledge 

that often make their Contributions at the end of the 

year. 

  If you have any questions, please call Barb or 

Jack Fadden on 302-539-6899 or e-mail us at 

bjfadden@verizon.net. 

 

 
(From the Internet ï Author Unknown) 

 
Show and Tell  
  
 A kindergarten teacher gave her class a "show 
and tell" assignment.  Each student was instructed to 
bring in an object, to share with the class, that 
represented their religion. 
 The first student got up in front of the class and 
said, "My name is Benjamin and I am Jewish and this is 
a Star of David." 
 The second student got up in front of the class 
and said, "My name is Mary. I'm a Catholic and this is a 
Rosary."  
 The third student got in up front of the class and 
said, "My name is Tommy. I am Lutheran, and this is a 
casserole." 

[Editor note:  Can you tell which word was changed?] 

Health and/or Other Needs:  The 

Call Committee, Marianne 

Anderson, Vita Arena, Karen 

Boon, Jim Borrell, Deborah 

Duschl, Eddie Ethridge, Carole 

Evitts, Joyce Frisch, Tim & Denise 

Furnary, Richard Goodman, Ron 

Hartman, Bonnie Hiewsky, David Jacoby, Max 

Jauregui, Don Jeffery, Kristen Jones, Kardian Family, 

Carol Kastner, Jeffery Kelso, Vadik Kosien, Samara 

Loss, Nancy Lutz, Duane Milchling, Karen Miller, 

Jason & Ruth Ann Mitchell, Bill & Anna Neimiller, 

Ken & Rosemary Nieman, John Ochs, Christy Owens, 

Daniel Pfaff, Jeff Robinson, Ray & Pat Rogers, Charles 

Rummel, Bob Sellers, Audi Sternly, Pat Stull, Jay Stulz, 

Judy Swingler, Lori Thompson, Sandy Webb, Dean 

Wiley, Kristy Wingate, and Jerry & Ellie Zwick. 
 

Our Shut-ins:  Mary Coleman, Frank Gay, Lorene 

Peake, Carolyn Shoben, Deanna Smith, George Staton, 

Joan Visconti 

Assisted Living:  Helen Coe 

Gull Creek Retirement Center:  Rhoda Vernon 

 

 

 
 

Military:   Jason Coyman, 

Brenden Curran, Vincent 

Federighi, Thor Hagen, Jr., 

Aaron Hale, Dustin Hotz, 

Mark Hotz, Kurt Kastner, David Leyden, Jill Leyden, 

Charles McConville, Ryan Morrison, Elizabeth 

Newcomb, Katie Newland, Michael Rausch, James 

Sidoli, Billy Tatum, Michael Weaver, Sean Wilson. 

 

  
 

Editorôs Notes 
 

 The deadline for the 

newsletter articles is the 15
th
 of 

every month.  You can email, fax, or drop them in The 

Net box or my mail  box.   

 Pat Stokes, 302-537-6035 (phone/fax/answering 

machine); email:  patspcmax@aol.com or 

splcoc@verizon.com. 

 

 

mailto:bjfadden@verizon.net
mailto:patspcmax@aol.com
mailto:splcoc@verizon.com
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