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             Interim          Dear Friends in Christ, 

 
 St. Paul writes:  ñThere are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives 
them.  There are different ways of serving, but the same Lord is served.  There are different 
abilities to perform service, but the same God gives to everybody ability for particular service.  
The Spiritôs presence is shown in some way in each person, for the good of all.ò  (1 Corinthians 
12:4-7) 

 During our Lenten Journey together, we spoke about what it means to be a disciple.  For many, it means 
being a follower.  For some, it means being willing to learn from someone else.  For Christians, this means 
being a follower of Christ and serving Him who calls us by name in our Baptism. 
 I have been hearing about the need to find volunteers to coordinate the Peach Festival, volunteers to be 
on Ministry Teams, volunteers for lay assistants in worship, and volunteers for Vacation Bible School.  Each 
time, I have interjected that in the church we donôt volunteer, we serve.  We serve the One who calls us to 
follow, who gifts us with talents and treasures, and who sends us out each Sunday forgiven and filled with the 
Spirit. 
 We are servants!!!  There are many ways for us to serve:  in our congregation, our community, our family, 
with friends; we are often asked, in the name of Christ, to serve in ministry.  There are words that need to be 
proclaimed, acts of kindness and grace that need to be performed, and lives of compassion and grace that 
need to be lived. 
 How are you serving Christ and His church?  As you read this issue of The NET, I invite, encourage, and 
challenge you to look for ways in which you can serve the One who calls you by name and loves you above all 
others.  Can you usher, be lay assistant, serve on a Ministry Team, help the Open Kettle ministry, assist with 
Vacation Bible School, or many other opportunities for service. 
 ñBaptized into the priesthood of Christ, we all are called to offer ourselves to the Lord of the Church in 
thanksgiving for what he has done and continues to do for us.  It is our privilege to recognize and support those 
who are engaged in the work of this congregation.ò -- LBW Occasional Services, p. 143 
 
May the Lord richly bless your service, in His Name, 
 
Pastor John À 
 
 

P.S. A NOTE OF THANKS: to all who made our Palm/Passion Sunday through Holy Week and Easter 
services so special:  singers, musicians, lay assistants, altar workers, ushers, acolytes, Pastor James, 
and support staff.  Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!  
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 What do you think of when 

you hear the word, ñminister?ò  You 

may think of a specialized vocation 

requiring years of seminary training 

and ordination, but did you realize that 

all Christians are called to be 

ministers?  We usually donôt use that word when we talk 

about non-clergy persons; instead we refer to them as 

volunteers or even servants.  Every member has a call to 

be a servant of God.  In fact, church cannot happen 

without servants willing to answer the call of God and 

do things like serve as an Usher, Assisting Minister, 

Communion Assistant, or a host of other areas of 

service. 

 Each person who serves in any of those 

capacities is a ministerðthe New Testament word 

diakonos is can be translated ñservant,ò ñminister,ò or 

ñdeacon.ò  This is the word our Lord used when he said, 

ñWhoever wants to be first must be last of all and 

servant of all.ò (Mark 9:35 NRSV) 

 Assisting Ministers help us with scripture 

readings, prayers, and Holy Communion.  Communion 

Assistants help with Communion, and Ushers help us by 

greeting worshipers, giving out bulletins, taking up the 

offering, and directing worshipers when it is time for 

them to receive Holy Communion.  I cannot overstate 

how important these servants are in providing a 

meaningful and happy worship experience. 

 We need to have more people answer Godôs call 

to serve in these capacities.  Most serve for a month at 

the time; if your schedule does not allow for that, you 

may certainly serve for a week or two at a time.  We will 

work with you on the schedule.  If you fear that you 

might not know what to do, we will train you and help 

you learn the task for which you answered the call. 

 Take advantage of these opportunities to expand 

your own experience of worship of the Lord.  Call us at 

the church at 410-524-7474 and letôs talk about it. 

 

In the Lordôs service, 

 

Pastor James 

 

 

  
 

 The next meeting will be on Saturday, May 21
st
 

at 9:00 a.m. in the Retreat Center.  Chuck Erwin will lead 
the discussion in Chapter 6 of Mark Discover Jesus.  
Bob Anderson will be preparing our breakfast.  All men 
of St. Peter's and their friends are encouraged to attend.  
If you plan on attending or need a copy of the study 
guide, please call Will Hiewsky at 410-208-3222.  

MAY  BIBLE LESSONS 
 

May 01 

2
nd

 Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Psalms 16 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 

May 08 

3
rd
 Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Psalms 116:1-4,  

12-19 

1 Peter 1:17-23 

Luke 24:13-35 

May 15 

4
th
 Easter 

Acts 2:42-47 

Psalms 23 

1 Peter 2:19-25 

John 10:1-10 

May 22 

5
th
 Easter 

Acts 7:55-60 

Psalms 31:1-5,15-

16 

1 Peter 2:2-10 

John 14:1-14 

May 29 

6
th
 Easter 

Acts 17:22-31 

Psalms 66:8-20 

1 Peter 3:13-22 

John 14:15-21 

 

 

HAPPY 

ANNIVERSARY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   HAPPY  

       BIRTHDAYS  
 

AN  EPISTLE FRO M  JAM ES  

Barry & Rhea McVicker 05/01 
David & Patricia Searle 05/03 
Eugene & Tina Palmer 05/05 
Elsworth & Terri Wheatley 05/06 
Paul & Michelle Miller 05/10 
Corey & Katie Rimel 05/11 
Paul & Linda Grahe 05/14 
Charlie & Sharon Sorrentino 05/15 
Ken & Rosemary Nieman 05/16 
Pat & Lee Creamer 05/17 
Mike & Melissa Richardson 05/18 
Glenn & Linda Riley 05/18 
Bill & Vicki Hotz 05/23 
David & Suzanne Nilsson 05/24 
Terry & Grace Hoption 05/28 
 

Oliva Davis 05/01 Marti Latchaw 05/18 
Borjen Olsen 05/03 Joyce Frisch 05/21 
Lorene Peake 05/06 Henry Westfall 05/21 
Gail Farrell 05/11 Herla Lobo 05/24 
Donald Stegman 05/11 Virginia Stannard 05/24 
Diane Stultz 05/11 Nicholas French 05/26 
Ralph Decker 05/13 Darlene Musitano 05/26 
Lorrie Dolan 05/14 Al Sledge 05/26 
Susan Miller 05/14 Carol Robinson 05/28 
Judith Swingler 05/14 Ryan Cowder 05/29 
Ken Nieman, Jr. 05/16 David Cole 05/31 
Robert Stull 05/16 Fred Wise 05/31 



 4 

 
 

A meeting was held on 4/5/11.  Attendance:  Pastor 

James, Bridget Foster, Erin Ryan, and Debbie Ryan 

 

VBS Theme - Hometown Nazareth: Where Jesus was a 

Boy.  

We need your help this year, June 20-24, from 5:30-8 

pm: 

¶ Leader for the week  

¶ 3 group leaders  

¶ 3 craft helpers  

¶ Prepare dinners  

¶ Registration help  

¶ Please contact Evy Collins @ 

madtjmom@yahoo.com or 443-783-8945. 

 

Pet Pantry - Youth Service Project on 1
st
 Sunday of 

every month 

Leadership - Erin Ryan 

¶ Look for Flier for more details  

¶ Box will be located in the Narthex 

 

Popcorn and a Movie: ñHow to Train Your Dragonò-

May 7 @ 7:15.  Sign-up in the Narthex and bring a 

friend or two. 

 

Library  is making good progress and new shelves are 

being completed. 

 Books are not ready to be checked out yet, but 

please come in and get connected, on a computer. 

 

Cross Crew youth group meeting.-- April 17:  

 -  Plan summer retreat and service project. 

 - Plan to attend the national convention next 

summer in New Orleans. 

 

Sunday School dyed Easter eggs and made Easter 

baskets for Diakonia.  Sunday School and Spiritual Life 

Team-handed out candy and spiritual bookmarks on 

Easter Sunday.   

 

NEED SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS/TEACHERS!  

 

May 22 - Confirmation Sunday 

There will be a celebration after the 9:30 & 11:00 

services.  Confirmands will be: 

 Rachel Murphy 

 Kris Emberland 

 Mary Jo Wheatley 

Next meeting will be Wed., May 4, 2011 at 6:00pm. 

 

God Bless you and St. Peterôs 

Debbie Ryan, Spiritual Life Leader 
 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
by Sue Shoop 

 

 This monthôs lesson will conclude "The People 
of God:  Unity in the Midst of Diversity" Bible study.  We 
will be studying how to tell the good news -- how to be 
an evangelist in todayôs world.  Martha's Circle will meet 
on Wednesday, May 4

th
 at 10:00 a.m.  We encourage all 

to attend and join in the Bible study and fellowship.  
 The summer study will be "Renew, Respond, 
Rejoice!" which also is the theme of the eighth Triennial 
Gathering of Lutheran Women.  The gathering is being 
held in Spokane, Washington on July 14-17, 2011.  
Please keep the leaders in your prayers as they prepare.  
 Please keep Barbara Fadden and Bonnie 
Hiewsky in your prayers this month.  They both are such 
strong supporters of the women in the church and we 
keep you in our prayers.  
 

 

 
Susan Shoop 

 

 Spring is here!  The joyous Easter celebration is 

over but each day is a celebration.  "This is the day the 

Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it."  Psalm 

118:24.  This is one of my favorite Bible verses.  Spring 

to me is a time when the whole earth celebrates, filled 

with new life and promises.  As you prepare your 

gardens this year, I urge you to plant an extra vegetable 

or two for the Open Kettle this summer.  This wonderful 

ministry reaches out to the community all year and can 

use fruit and vegetable donations during the summer.  

Not only do they offer the Wednesday lunches, but they 

give groceries to those in need.  

 Please join our ministry as we prepare for the 

fall campaign.  We especially need people with ideas on 

how to make the campaign a success as well as those 

with artistic talent.  Look in the bulletin for the next 

meeting date, or call me at 410-723-6409.  We thank 

each of you for your continued support of St. Peter's.  
 

 

mailto:madtjmom@yahoo.com


 5 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 Thank you for your cards, prayers, and well 
wishes during my recent surgery.  The pastoral visits 
from Pastor James were a blessing to me as well.   
 
Thank you again! 
 
Judy Swingler 
 

& & & & & & 
 
To My St. Peterôs family, 
 
 What a blessing you have been to me and my 
family over the past several months.  Your cards, 
prayers, meals, and visits have been a wonderful 
blessing to us.  It is often in our times of need that we 
realize how blessed we are to be a part of a church 
family that cares so much and is so expressive of that 
care. 
 
 Thank you again for your care and kindness. 
 
Pat Stull 
 
 
 

PIECEMAK ERS 

 
 This is an invitation to 

the entire congregation. 

 

 The Thursday, May 12 viewing of the 

ñQuiltersò has been tentatively RESCHEDULED for 

June 9 at 10 a.m.  ñThe Quiltersò is a musical about 

women of the Prairie and their quilts.  Pastor John has 

assured us we will all enjoy this video.  He will lead a 

discussion afterward, so bring your lunch and plan to 

stay for the discussion.  We will have a sign-up sheet so 

we know how many will attend.  The Piecemakers will 

provide dessert.  

 

 We will continue our Thursday meetings at least 

through May.  If you can tie a knot or decide what colors 

would go together, you have all the skills required to 

make the quilts that make such a difference to those who 

receive them.  We always stop for a cup of tea and 

lunch.  Some stay all 4 hours and others come late or 

leave early.  We have lots of fun and do manage to get 

something accomplished.  Please join us.  Call Barb 

Fadden on 302-539-6899 if you have questions. 

 

     
 
 
 

 We welcome the youth from St. Philip's 

Lutheran Church, in Wilmington, DE, from May 13th-

15th.  They are having a Youth Retreat.  Let's give them 

a warm St. Peter's welcome.  

 

 Summer dates for June, July, and August are 

filling up rather quickly.  Registration brochures are 

available at the Information Desk.  The Retreat Center is 

open year-round and is handicapped accessible.  

 

 The Retreat Center is in need of a fresh coat of 

paint.  Dave Leretsis needs volunteers to help paint the 

week of May 16
th
.  If you can help any time during the 

week, please call Dave at 814-397-6322.  Painting will 

begin at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, May 16
th
.  

 

 To keep the congregation informed, here are 

some comments from recent visiting groups:  

 

 2/5/11 - Grace Lutheran, Easton, MD, held a 

Council Retreat.  "Thank you brothers and sisters at St. 

Peter's.  What a gift to the church!  Blessings to you all." 

--Rev. Tim Jahn  

 

 3/25-27/11 - St. Luke's Lutheran Church, 

Frederick, MD, held a Youth Retreat.  "As always, we 

had a great time and were made to feel so welcomed.  

We are looking forward to more visits." --Peter Rupp, 

Youth Leader.  

 

 4/8-10/11- Lutheran Church of the Good 

Shepherd, Wilmington, DE, held a Women's Retreat.  

"What a wonderful gift of hospitality you have offered!  

We were blessed by our time here together.  This 

ministry is a gift to the wider church family.  We are 

already planning our next visit." --Pastor Kathy.   

 

 For additional information contact Paul Grahe at 

410-943-1186 or p.grahe@comcast.net  

 

 

mailto:p.grahe@comcast.net
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WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
A Series of Articles About Worship 

 
 Our Lutheran worship follows a pattern that has 
been a part of worship since the Old Testament.  It is a 
simple form that sets the flow of worship regardless of 
the musical setting.  It is referred to as the ñordoò or 
order:  Gathering, Word, Meal, and Sending.  Lutheran 
worship has a balance between Word and Sacrament 
that reflects our theology of grace.  This emphasis on 
Godôs Word and Holy Communion is seen in the central 
place of the altar, the readings of Scripture, and the 
gathering around the table. 
 The Evangelical Book of Worship has these 
words:  In the principal service of Christian worship, the 
Holy Spirit gathers people around the means of grace ï 
the saving Word of God and the sacraments.  From the 
table of communion where Jesus Christ comes with 
forgiveness, life and salvation, God sends us out to 
share the good news and to care for those in need.  
 The basic pattern of this service ï gathering, 
word, meal, sending ï is a structure that allows for 
freedom  and flexibility in the ways worship may be 
shaped locally, while focusing on what the church holds 
in common.  The whole people of God are joined by the 
same gifts of grace, for the sake of the same mission of 
the gospel, into the life of the one triune God.  ï-ELW,   
p. 91 
GATHERING:  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the 
people of God. 
 -  Confession and Forgiveness [or Thanksgiving 
for Baptism] 
 - Gathering Song (Hymn or Psalm, Kyrie, 
Canticle of Praise) 
 -  Greeting 
 -  Prayer of the Day 
WORD:  God speaks to us in scripture reading, 
preaching, and song. 

- First Reading (generally from the Old 
Testament except during Easter Season when 
Acts is read) 
-  Psalm (a song that reflects the theme of the 
day) 
-  Second Reading (generally from one of the 
Letters of the New Testament; used to be called 
the Epistle [which means Letter]) 
- Gospel Acclamation (prepares us for the 
reading of the Gospel) 
-  Gospel (either Matthew, Mark, Luke or John)  
-  Sermon 
-  Hymn of the Day (reflects the theme of the day 
and the sermon) 
-  Creed (confess our faith with the whole 
church) 
-  Prayers of Intercession 
-  Peace (extended to each other) 

MEAL:  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 -  Offering (a collection of material goods for the 
churchôs mission) 
 -  Setting the Table 
 -  Offering Prayer 

 -  Great Thanksgiving 
  -  Dialog and Preface 
  -  Holy, Holy, Holy (we join the angelsô 
song) 
  -  Thanksgiving at the Table with Words 
of Institution 
  -  Lordôs Prayer 
 -  Communion 
  -  Communion Song 
  -  Prayer after Communion 
  -  Post-Communion Blessing 
SENDING:  God blesses us and sends us in mission to 
the world. 
 -  Sending of Communion 
 -  Blessing (also known as Benediction) 
 -  Sending Song 
 -  Dismissal (With the blessing of God, we go out 
to live as Christôs body in the world.) 
 Next time you are in worship see if you can 
identify these parts and see the flow of grace through 
our worship together.   
 
Pastor Ranney 
 
(Next month we will look into the ñlectionary cycleò of our 
readings.) 
 
 
 

CROSS CREW UPDATES 
 

Where are the Youth? 
 I have heard this question raised by a number of 
people in the congregation.  I have heard parents 
wonder what is offered for young people in the 
congregation.  I have been concerned about the lack of 
a dedicated Christian Education time for the children and 
adults in the congregation to study scripture, sing songs 
of praise, and pray together.  I have been committed, 
and still am committed, to providing opportunities for our 
youth to serve, grow, and be integrated into the life of 
the congregation. 
 Where are the Youth?  Erin Ryan and I have 
been planning for youth activities and setting aside time 
for the youth group to gather and grow.  But I realize 
something very important.  It needs to be a priority 
supported and encouraged by the parents.  The youth 
cannot get here on their own.  They will not make this a 
choice if they are not encouraged to do so.  We need 
parental support and participation. 
 We would like our youth:    
 In music 
 In Ministry Team leadership 
 In worship leadership 
 In Christian Education 
 In Community Service 
 In all areas of our ministry together at St. Peterôs 
Lutheran Church. 
 The Youth are the Church Now and in the 
Future!!!!!!! 
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FROM THE INTERNET 
(author unknown) 

 
 Someone has written these beautiful words. 
They are like the Ten Commandments to follow in life. 
  
1. Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you pull out 
when in trouble; it is a "steering wheel" that directs us in 
the right path throughout life. 
 
2. Do you know why a car's WINDSHIELD is so 
large & the rear view mirror is so small?  Because our 
PAST is not as important as our FUTURE.  So, look 
ahead and move on. 

 
3. Friendship is like a BOOK.  It takes few seconds 
to burn, but it takes years to write. 
 
4. All things in life are temporary.  If going well 
enjoy it, they will not last forever.  If going wrong don't 
worry, they can't last long either. 
 
5. Old friends are like Gold!  New friends are 
Diamonds!  If you get a Diamond, don't forget the Gold!  
Because to hold a Diamond, you always need a base of 
Gold!  
  
6. Often when we lose hope and think this is the 
end, GOD smiles from above and says, "Relax, 
sweetheart, it's just a bend, not the end!ò 
 
7. When GOD solves your problems, you have 
faith in HIS abilities; when GOD doesn't solve your 
problems, HE has faith in your abilities. 
  
8. A blind person asked St. Anthony: "Can there be 
anything worse than losing eye sight?"  He replied, "Yes, 
losing your vision." 
  
9. When you pray for others, God listens to you 
and blesses them; and sometimes, when you are safe 
and happy, remember that someone has prayed for you. 
  
10. WORRYING does not take away tomorrow's 
TROUBLES; it takes away today's PEACE. 

 

 

Health and/or Other Needs:  The 

Call Committee, Marianne 

Anderson, Vita Arena, Karen 

Boon, Jim Borrell, Deborah 

Duschl, Eddie Ethridge, Carole 

Evitts, Joyce Frisch, Tim & Denise 

Furnary, Richard Goodman, Ron 

Hartman, Bonnie Hiewsky, David 

Jacoby, Kerry Jacoby, Max Jauregui, Don Jeffery, 

Kristen Jones, Kardian Family, Carol Kastner, Jeffery 

Kelso, Samara Loss, Nancy Lutz, Duane Milchling, 

Karen Miller, Jason & Ruth Ann Mitchell, Bill & Anna 

Neimiller, Ken & Rosemary Nieman, John Ochs, Christy 

Owens, Daniel Pfaff, Jeff Robinson, Ray & Pat Rogers, 

Charles Rummel, Bob Sellers, Bill & Carol 

Steinbrecker, Pat Stull, Jay Stulz, Judy Swingler, Lori 

Thompson, Sandy Webb, Dean Wiley, Kristy Wingate, 

and Jerry & Ellie Zwick. 
 

Our Shut-ins:  Mary Coleman, Frank Gay, Lorene 

Peake, Carolyn Shoben, Deanna Smith, George Staton, 

Joan Visconti 

Assisted Living:  Helen Coe, Louise Owens 

Gull Creek Retirement Center:  Rhoda Vernon 
 

 

 

Military:   Jason Coyman, 

Vincent Federighi, Thor 

Hagen, Jr., Kurt Kastner, David 

Leyden, Jill Leyden, Charles 

McConville, Ryan Morrison, 

Elizabeth Newcomb, Katie Newland, Michael Rausch, 

Christopher Sidoli, James Sidoli, Billy Tatum, Michael 

Weaver, Sean Wilson. 

  

 
 

 
 

E�G�L�W�R�U�¶�V��Notes 
 

 The deadline for the 

newsletter articles is the 15
th
 of 

every month.  You can email, fax, or drop them in The 

Net box or my mail  box.   

 Pat Stokes, 302-537-6035 (phone/fax/answering 

machine); email:  patspcmax@aol.com or 

splcoc@verizon.com. 

 


