Son & Sand Retreat Center
History

· Beginning in the summer of 1995, we have hosted guests from Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and Iowa.
· Our mission was to provide youth of the Delaware/Maryland Synod with a positive encounter with the church by helping them to understand they can be FED by God's people everywhere.
· From 1995-1999, it was known as St. Peter's Youth Retreat.
· In 1999, it was renamed Son & Sand Retreat Center after a "Name That" contest.
· From 1995-2007, the Retreat Center also served as the Sunday School and Nursery area and was only open from June to August but closed for Vacation Bible School and the Peach Festival.
· The space provided for Retreats included three classrooms, nursery, a small kitchen, men and women bathrooms, and a shower room with two shower stalls.
· In 2005, Paul Grahe became the new Director and called upon members to become Son & Sand Greeters (originally called Hosts).
· During 2008 through 2009, the Retreat Center was closed due to construction of a new facility to house the Retreat Center, a Community Life Center, church offices, and Sunday School classrooms.
· In April 2010, the new Son & Sand Retreat Center opened its doors for year-round use by youth, adults (men &/or women ), Congregational Councils, Confirmation, etc.
· Additional volunteer Greeters were needed and we now have 28.
· The new Retreat Center has five sleeping rooms with bunk beds, which can accommodate 30 people.  A full kitchen is equipped with an electric stove, microwave, refrigerator, coffee maker, toaster, cookware, cooking utensils, and electric grill.  There are two bathrooms (men's & ladies) that include three shower stalls in each with one being handicapped-accessible.  A large room serves as a meeting and dining area with a 50" flat-screen TV and a DVD player.  The outside courtyard contains:  a deck box with beach gear, a gas grill, picnic tables, an outside shower, and an umbrella-style clothesline.  Guests bring their own bedding or sleeping bag and pillow.  Groups are responsible for cleaning the facility prior to their departure.

