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++Pastor's Letter to the Congregation++
by Pastor Bettye Wolinski

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 1 Peter 2:9 —10
This verse in Scripture describes believers as God's chosen community. The term membership is not used;
this phrase is more akin to shared discipleship within the body of Christ.
How much would the church change if we altered our language to talk about discipleship and not
membership?
Membership statistics for churches can be fnghtening. Talking about annual declines, attendance shifts,
and declining denominational trends have led the church to adopt the following summary:
Only a few years ago, the ELCA was composed mostly of small o medium sized congregations.
Today, it is mostly very small congregations. It is believed that a lack of commitment to evangelism
has affected this decline.

| would prefer that we as the body of Christ begin to talk about discipleship as an opportunity to bring more
people to the House of God rather than focus on the past frends of decline.

In John 15:8 we hear: “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to
be my disciples.”

Discipleship in the Bible is a journey of faith with a desire to follow Jesus, obey His teachings, bear spiritual
fruit, and make disciples of others. It requires an open heart, and it can take a lifetime to achieve. But that is why
the church, the body of Christ, is so important as we come together as traveling companions seeking discipleship
together. Mo one does this transition from membership to discipleship alonel

Together, disciples evangelize. They share and teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ sometimes just by sitting
together in church, engaging in the ministry of the church, by baking a cake or helping out by pulling weeds in the
parking lot. Together we preach and teach the gospel in ways we do not realize.

On August 23™ we are offering a luncheon to the folks who have been attending worship and have asked
about joining the church as new members. At this time together we will be talking about what it means not just fo
be a member, but to share discipleship at 5t Peter's. Jesus never talked about membership; he talked about
being a royal priesthood. The disciples, the apostles, never talked about membership. They talked about
fellowship and the sense of belonging to the Word of God as taught by Christ together.

It is time the church returned to the teaching of these first leaders.

For more infermation or to add your name to the luncheon on this August event please call the
church office, or call me, Pastor Bettye directly at 410-292-2360.

From 5t. Paul to the disciples and new Christians in Ephesus:

‘There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called.” .

Ephesians 4:4

Working and woershiping together in joy!
Pastor Bettye



I ++ST. PETER’S MINISTRY TEAMS++ I

| ALTAR GUILD |
by Maryanne Siegert

No update this month

|COMMUNITY SERVICES |
by Mary LouTietz

The Community Services Committee did not
meet in June. Our July meeting was rescheduled
for the end of the month. so we will not meet in
August. Our next meeting will be on September
Oth at 2pm at church.

Our feeding programs serve a higher number of
people during the summer months as we also
welcome young people who come to work here
from other countries. We love doing so. but it
means more food is needed, so we appreciate
food that comes in regularly from the
congregation.

In June - 389 lunches served and 293 bags of
food handed out.

We discussed our cold weather shelter in July as
well as the Back-to-School program and will be
preparing for our fall programs. Please join us if
you would like — the Committee welcomes
everyone, and we always appreciate new
members.

Mary Lou

OPEN DOOR FREE LUNCH MINISTRY

JOIN US FOR LUNCH ON WEDNE SDAY 3
FROM 12-1:30 P.M.

We are serving a buffet lunch and
giving out free groceries to anyone who joins
us every Wednesday.

Thank you to Steve & Trish Kiser for
leading the free lunch part of the Open
Door Feeding Ministry; to Char Vanvick for
leading the food pantry operations; our soup
maker, Lee Creamer, and allthe volunteers,

supporters, and contributors who make this
ministry possible.
We ask for your prayers, support,

and volunteers are always welcome as we
continue to grow and nurture this very
important ministry.

|[FELLOWSHIP|

Jeannette Latzo

Look for a report in September

|FUNDRAISING EVENT |
by Linda Grahe

Boscov's Friends Helping Friends,
-One Day Only
Wednesday, October 21, 2026
-Shop 8 AM - 11 PM in-store & online
-25% Off lowest sale prices
-Shopping Pass - $5.00 donation per pass.
-100% ofthe proceeds benefit St. Peter's
Lutheran Church.
“You may also register to wina $100.00
Boscov's Gift Card.
| now have the Boscov's passes If you, your
friends, neighbors, relatives, etc., are interested,
please see me after church services on Sunday.
Thank you in advance for your $5.00 donation.

RECYCLING

at St. Peter's Lutheran
Church
D‘f Linda Grahe

We are still collecting paper & plastic bags and
egg cartons. The bags are wused in our
Wednesday weekly food give-away program, in
the Son & Sand Retreat Center and in our kitchen.
Thank you for your participationin these projects.



RUTH CIRCLE |

Women's Bible Study
by Joann Soults

Ruth Circle will not be meeting this summer during
July and August. We will continue our Bible Study of
Psalm 91 in September. Ruth Circle sisters wish
everyone a blessed summer of shared times with
family and frends.

Joann Soults

(202-544-7981 or jsoults624@gmail.com).

|SENIOR ADULT MINITSTRY(S.A.M.) |
by Susanne Howard & Bridget Foster

We are now excited about our next two
upcoming trips:

‘The Naval Academy tour and High Tea” is on
Thursday, September 10, 2026. Our tour will
include Bancroft Hall, Memorial Hall, Chapel, and
the Crypt of John Paul Jones, then off to the
Naval Club for our High Tea. You must have one
of the following: a valid Driver's License, State
ID, United 5States Passport, or current DoD
Credentials to access the MNaval Academy.
Transportation will be by a 25-passenger Jolly
Trolly which will include two midway stops, going
and returning to St. Peter's. Cost $90pp. We have
10 seats left. Please take a flyer posted on the
SAM. bulletin board in the Narthex for more

information on the trip.

Clear Space Theatre- “A Christmas Story” is
on Thursday, December 3™ the 11:00 am show.

Unwrap a holiday classic, Ralphie has one
Christmas wish: a Red Ryder BB gun. But with a
dreaded double-dog dare, a bunny suit, a Cracker
Jack prize, and a very grumpy Santa, will he
make it until December 25% Our lunch at the
‘Boardwalk Plaza” (Victoria's restaurant), will sure
fo be delicious as always. A sign-up sheet and
lunch choice will be posted on the Senior Adult
Ministry board (5 A.M.) the middle of October.

All members are warmly invited to attend future
meetings and are encouraged to bring ideas and
information about trips and outings. Qur next
meeting will be held on Monday, July 20" at 1:00

PM in Room 5. Everyone is welcome to join and
participate in planning future activities.

God's blessings to all.
Susanne Howard

| SON & SAND RETREAT CENTER |
by Paul Grahe

In July, we received 2 other groups after |
submitted the article for the Newsletter: from 7/11
-fM112- Southern Asian Adventist Church, Silver
Spring, MD, and from 7/26-7/26- Maryland
Gospel Church, Rockville, MD.

In August, we welcome the following groups on
retreat: from 8/5-8/8- Hope Evangelical Lutheran,
Essex, MD; from 8/9-6/14- 1st Presbytenan
Church, East Avon, NY; from 8/20-8/22- Tamil
Advent Fellowship Ministries, Beltsville, MD; and
from 8/28-6/30- Calvary Seventh Day Adventist
Church, Beltsville, MD. Let's give them a warm 5t.
Peter's Welcomel

We now have 17 groups who have registered to
come on retreat. There i1s an additional group who
wishes to come in September. We are waiting for
their confirmation, forms, and deposits.

We are requesting donations of hotel-size (small
size) hand soap and shampoo. A basket for your
donations is located by the Information Desk. We
thank you for the donations and support we have
already received|

If you would like to learn more about this ministry,
| am available in the CLC after the services on
Sundays, or you may call me at 443-604-8068.

WITNESS
by Evelyn Houston

Enjoy your August.

STTTTTSTSSSTSSSY



++ST. PETER’S NEWS++

|A MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT|
by David Marzola

G
Peter's Lutheran Church

summer is flying by. | can't believe it is August already.
The Maryland heat and humidity have been hitting us
hard in July, and now we enter the dog days of August.

A lot of things have been going on at St. Peters
Lutheran Church. We welcomed our new audiovisual
system, and we are working toward reaching others
through streaming our Free Spirit (Contemporary) and
Traditional services, preaching God's Word to our shut-
ins and all others who are interested in the Word at St.
Peters Lutheran Church. We are in the process of
training members in the use of the audiovisual system,
and Mid-South Audio will come back to the church to
provide a training component for the members who are
interested in assisting with our audiovisual equipment.
We must develop policy and procedures for the use of
the audiovisual system that will include properly
reporting the use of songs to ensure we comply with
copyright laws.

During the month of July, we experienced a couple of
issues related to the humidity, particularly within the
Sanctuary as well as our building. The Church Council is
on top of this issue and continues to work on cost-
effective ways to reduce the humidity within the
Sanctuary.

Another issue that seems to be hampering us is the Fire
Suppression System. As many of you have heard, the
alarm system alerted us of a possible issue at the
beginning of our Traditional service on June 2151 The
alarm advised us to evacuate the building immediately.
Police and Fire Department officials responded, and the
system was shut down. On Monday, June 22™, Armor
(Fire Suppression System Contractor) came to the
church to conduct an investigation into the issue. While
he could not identify any particular issue as to why the
pressure dropped to a low level to trip the alarm, he did
identify that one cause could be the Dry Pipe Valve,
which is over 40 years old. QOur contractor was able to
work on the system and get it back into operation;
however, he stated that the Dry Pipe Valve should be
replaced. He cited several reasons, including that the
manufacturer of our particular Dry Pipe Value is no
longer in business, and he cannot obtain parts any
longer. He also stated that by replacing the Dry Pipe
Valve, his calls for service to our church would
significantly drop. Based on this, the Church Council
conducted a vote and agreed to fund the replacement of
the Dry Pipe Value. | am happy to report that the Valve

has been replaced, and we hope and pray that what
occurred on June 215t doesn't repeat itself.

The Peach Festival Team has been working extremely
hard on preparations for our annual Peach Festival. You
still have time to sign up to volunteer at the Peach
Festival. Please contact Susanne Howard if you would
like to volunteer on August 5™ 6 or 7.

As the Call Committee reported during Church services,
they have received potential candidates for the Call to St.
Peters Lutheran Church. Interviews will be conducted
during the month of August. Please do not ask any Call
Committee member about any of the candidates. They
are bound by confidentiality. Please just pray for our Call
Committee members as they work through the Call
Process with professionalism. Please respect the
process.

August through October will be busy for our Financial
Support Team, Treasurer, and Financial Secretary as
they prepare our 2027 Operating Budget. Please hold
this team ofdedicated individuals in your prayers.

In closing, | want to thank my brothers and sisters in
Christ for continuing to look forward as 5t Peter's
Lutheran Church continues to grow. Stay safe, hydrate,
and | hope to see everyone at the church soon.
Sincerely,

David Marzola

ICALL COMMITTEE]

by Veronica Bona-Committee Communications|

Greetings from the Call Committee

Greetings from the Call Committee. We have
created our questions for the candidates.

The interviews will be scheduled as soon as all
the paperwork for each candidate has been
received.

Be assured the committee has been working
diligently to ensure we get the Best Candidate for
St Peter’s E.L. Church and our congregation.

Respectfully submitted

Veronica Bona
Call Committee Communications



IAVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR JUNE|

108 (4 weeks)

IMONTHLY CONTRIBUTIONTOTALS |

Total Contributi FJ 28. 2026
$197,271.10 Year-to-Date Budget
$201,754.94 Year-to-Date Received
$ +4,483.84 Year-to-Date Difference

OUR CURRENT REALITY AT ST. PETER’S

Life at St. Peter’s

Our worship schedule offers a Contemporary
Worship Service at 9:00 am. and a Traditional
Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday.
We are offering Holy Communion at both
services, handing you the bread and pouring
red wine into your cup. We also have gluten-
free wafers and pre-filled cups of white grape
juice for those who request/require them.
Those who are not comfortable sharing in
Holy Communion in this fashion are still in full
Communion through the words of promise.

You are encouraged to share the "Peace of
God" in whatever way you feel comfortable.

Both Services are in the Sanduary with
coffee and refreshments available in the CLC
before and after each service.

Masks are not required for anyone, but
you are encouraged to wear a mask if
you  are more comfortable doing so.
Masks are available at the Greeter's Desk

Hand sanitizer — available throughout the building.

We are looking for someone who
would be willing to help with live
streaming.

Please contact the church office if you have
any questions

OTHER GATHERINGS, EVENTS. AND
GROUPS

The church building is open for in-
house meetings and choir practices.

St. Peter's Coundl meetings are being held in
person.

Ministry Teams are meeting in whatever way
they are most comfortable; either in person or via
Zoom.

The building is open for outside groups.
Those meetings/gatherings must make
reservations coordinated through the church
office.

Church office hours are Monday-Thursday 9
am- 3 p.m. and Fridays 9am-1 pm. Please
contact Amy via phone, text or email during
these hours.

We will continue to stay connected and
keep you updated with concerns and changes
via the Constant Contact email system, the
Call Multiplier automated prayer chain, and
by mail for those who are not electronically
connected.

We thank you for your continued support
and partnership in the mission and
ministries at St Peter's.

ELOs
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vy soUL WAITS,
AND IN HIS WORD

'HOPE

Psalm 130:6, NRSV




If you would like to sponsor flowers for a Sunday
morning worship service in Memory or in Honor of a
loved one, you may do so by calling the church
office to make those arrangements. The cost for
both vases is $95.

You may also sponsor Communion Elements for a
particular Sunday in the same manner. The donation
for sponsoring elements is $20. Please contact the
church office, if you hav

MINISTRY OF THE MONTH

August Ministry of the Month is “Military Support”

Our August Ministry of the
Month is St. Peter's “Military
Support  Ministry”™  Our
Community Service Team
works diligently to stay in
contact and support folks in
our congregation and/or
their family members who
are actively serving in the

' military.  This is done
through prayer, as well as sending cards, notes,
and gift cards. We ask you to keep these folks,
along with all those serving in the military and
their families, in your prayers. We have a list with
these folks's addresses and encourage you to
join us in reaching out to them with a card or a
note. We also ask you to prayerfully consider
sending a donation into the church. Thank you for
your supportl

B PEACH FESTIVAL B
by Susanne Howard
Golly, it's the beginning of August, and the
Peach Festival is in full swing!l The sign-up
board is up in the Narthex, listing event tables
where you can sign up to work various activities
and sales: from the Chrstmas room fo selling
bulk peaches, or serving peaches & ice cream,
peach smoothies, book sales, or helping with
the sale of hot dogs and smashburgers.

We are always looking for people who are
willing to help, so don't miss your chance to sign
up for the area where you would like to help. We
are no longer accepting donations.

I'm sure you have heard the 2026 Festival is
being held on Thursday, August 6 from 9:00am
to 3:00pm and Friday August 7 from 9:00am to
12:00pm, featuring flea market only so tell your
friends, relatives, and your community that all are
welcome to enjoy the festivities.

Blessings,
Susanne Howard

I ++NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION++

2o HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Thomas C.& Leslie Wendorf 08/17
Charlie & Vonnie Brown 08/19
Hank & Lyn Meixner 08/21
Bill & Cathy Kunst 08/22
Harry & Sharey Biles 08/23
Tricia & Steve Kiser 08/23
Roger & Ginny Hartmuller  08/24
Pam & Clifford Hare 08/30
Lynne & Tommy Smoot 08/31
=]
sroms HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Kaylee Laughrun  08/02 MNancyWoods  08/26
Robert Detwiler 08/11 Richad Kutowski 08/27
Valerie Diamond  08/11 Particia Hartman 08/28
Joyce Boland 08/15 Thomas Bogia 08/30
Shane McDermott 08/16 Bndget Foster  08/30
Jim Campbell 08/22 Elsworth Wheatley 08/30
Casey Callahan 08/25 Stephanie George 08/31
Amy Morgan 08/25 Thomas Smoot  08/31



ICAN YOU HELP GIVE A RIDE? |

We are looking for
folks who are able
to give other rides to
worship or

medical appointments. If you are able to
help with this from time to please call the
church.

We are also looking for a contact person
to help coordinate rides when the need
arises. If you are willing to be that person,
please call the church office.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of
this very important ministry.

“GIFTS & MEMORIALS *

Forthe Sound System
In Loving Memory
of

CAROL LEE BELL

by
Norm & Rae Disney

“| am the
VEMEINECUCI
and the

life.

JOHNM

IPRAYER CHAIN AND PRAYER LIST]|

| do not cease to give thanks for you
as | remember you in my prayers.
Ephesians 1:16

The “Call Multiplier” automated prayer
chain continues to be a valuable
resource andblessing. If you, or someone
you know, is in need of prayer, please text or
call Pastor Bettye at 410-292-2360 fo have a
prayer request sent out If you are
requesting prayer for someone else, you
MUST have his/her permission before sending
out the request. We can share as much, or as
little, information as you want to be shared.
When you receive a prayer call you are
asked to pause and offer prayer for the need
presented. You are then asked to confinue
to hold that person/need in prayer. The
Automated Prayer Chain will be active daily
from &8 am. to & pm. Please let Pastor
Bettye know if you are not receiving the
prayer calls and would like to be.

St. Peter's prayer list. In order to keep
our prayer list up to date, names that are
on the prayer list (that are published in the
newsletter and bulletins) will remain on the
list for one month. If after that month, there is
still a need for that personto be held in prayer,
you will need to let the church office know
so we can put the name back on for another
month. While we want to be praying for
everyone who needs our prayers, we also
have to be able to keep that list current and
up fo date. Please contact the office if you
have any questions.

PRAYER CONCERNS |

]

~% Pemmission is needed to use your full
% d name when publishing your request for
prayers in both the bulletin and

newsletter. Call the office.



Current needs: Denise SantaBarbara, Shane
McDermott’s Friend, Chuck Pvle, Babv Owen Joseph

Caregivers & First Responders, 5t.
Peter’s Call Committee, Dave Searle, Madison Mills,
Eric Rimel, Trish Kiser, Brenda Golden, Rae Disnev,
Paul Grahe, Hannah, Jon Gerbracht, Stephanie George,
Karen Schultz, Bob Swingler, Sandv Holthe, Marv
Havnes, Sue Shoop, Terri Wheatlev, Ginnv Hartmuller,
Marjorie Hagood, Bob Coyner, Paul Tishuk, Savannah

Bona, Melissa Jester, Dex Stannard, Mary Ann Holtzer,

Jen Anderson

Assisted Living: Mim Fritz, Violet Green, Elsie
Koehler

In the Military: Justin Carter, Cal Cramer, Katie
Cramer, Stephanie Dallocchio, Matthew Dennis, Noah
Kauffman, Nicolas Nalbone, David Owens, Jarrett
Patterson, Joshua Robinson, Nicholas Somrentino,
Jacob Sturgill

Our Bishops: Yahiel Currv & Bill Gohl

G-4 Church Partners:

Community Lutheran Chiureh (Frankford, DE)
Grace of God Lutheran Church (Longneck, DE)
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church (Salis bury, MD)
St. Albans Episcopal Church

I ++FROM ST. PETER’S OFFICE++ i

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES
CONTACT
PASTOR BETTYE
For emergencies or after hours
(c) 410-292-2360

FROM THE OFFICE
Please inform the church office of any changes
inyour personal information: mailing address,
email address, phone numbers, marriage,
divorce, or new births so we can keep our
records up to date

OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm

Friday
9:00am-1:00pm

STAFF

The Rev. Bettye Wolinski,
emwolinski@msn.com
Mr. Elsworth Wheatley, Minister of Music
Wheatleymusic@aol.com
Mr. Keith Hall, Praise Team Leader
Soulendeavors keith@amail.com

Ms. Amy Morgan, Office Manager
amy splcoc@comcast net

12026 COUNCIL

Pastor Betty Wolinski

President - Dave Marzola

Vice President - Mary Lou Tietz

Secretary - Susanne Howard

Treasurer - Dave Wolinski (Non-Voting member)
Financial Secretary - Ryan Magee

Vonnie Brown, Ken Corbett, Lee Creamer,
Marcie Ermer, Steve Kiser, Jeannette Latzo,
Tina Palmer, Theresa Pyle, Charlene Vanvick



IMINISTRY TEAMS & LEADERS)|

Altar Guild - Maryanne Siegert

Chrstian Education - Pastor Bettye Wolinski

Community Service - Mary Lou Tietz

Fellowship - Jeannette Latzo

Fundraising - Linda Grahe

Mutual Ministry -

Open Door Feeding Ministry - Char Vanvick

Personnel - Vonnie Brown

Froperty - Steve Germeroth

Senior Adult Ministry (S.A.M.) - Bridget Foster
& Susanne Howard

Son & Sand - Paul Grahe

Stewardship/Support - Phil Ermer

Witness - Evelyn Houston

Women of ELCA - Evelyn Houston

Worship and Music -

K(,&

THE
OF

AUGUST BIBLE LESSONS

Sunday, August 2
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 55:1-5

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

Sunday, August 9

Eleventh Sunday after
Pentecost

1 Kings 19:9-18
Psalm 85:8-13
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

Sunday, August 16
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 56:6-8

Psalm 67

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:10-28

Sunday, August 23

Thirteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Isaiah 51:1-6
Psalm 138
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

Sunday, August 30

Fourteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Jeremiah 15:15-21
Psalm 26:1-8
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28
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