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++Pastor's Letter to the Congregation++
by Pastor Bettye Wolinski

‘Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” Hebrews
13:2

Friends,

Have you ever been tentative, nervous, uncomfortable about walking into a new place? These reactions are
common for folks entering into a place of worship for the first time.

Some guestions go through people's minds:
Will | be welcome?

Will | know how to worship here?

Will people talk to me?,

Is this a place where | can hear God's word?
Are my children welcome?
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It takes a certain amount of courage to come into a church for worship and for its members to practice hospitality,
a critical part of our discipleship to all. Hospitality is framed as a sacred duty, emphasizing openness and
kindness

Here is insight into what it means to be a hospitable discipleship church. This information comes from the United
Methaodist Church.

Hospitality is a word one hears often in church. Many congregations have a permanent hospitality
committee or dedicated team to ensure guests on Sunday are welcomed warmly. But Christian
hospitality cannot be reduced to a well-stocked coffee bar, professional-looking greeter nametags or
welcome baskets for first-time visitors. All are ways a church can express a spirit of hospitality, but
where does that spirit come from?

HOSPITALITYIS LOVE

The spirit of hospitality does not come from concern for a congregation’s image nor does it guarantee
the congregation will be popular or successful in the conventional sense. Hospitality grows from earnest
witness and invitation to those outside the church’s walls. It means demonstrating Christ-like love to the
community in and outside the church.

As we close down the summer season in Ocean City, as we say goodbye to weekly visiting guests, as we enter
into a time of the year when guests remain part of our worship experience, let us ask ourselves as disciples, how
are we going to be hospitable this coming year to all?

‘Hospitality is not to change people, but to offer them space where change can take place.” Henri Nowan

God’s blessings to all!
Pastor Bettye



++ST. PETER’S MINISTRY TEAMS++

| ALTAR GUILD |
by Maryanne Siegert

The ladies of the Altar Guild continue to care for
the altar for both services. As you have probably
noticed, the paraments remain green for gquite
some time.

Since we have started to use bread, instead of
wafers for communion distribution, we are asking
If there iIs anyone who would like to contribute
bread on Sundays. The best type of bread is a
soft white bread loaf We need one loaf for EACH
service in a medium size (to fit in the basket). If
you are interested please contact the church
office or Maryanne Siegert at email address
(masiegert1 2{@gmail.com). Let us know which
Sunday you are interested in. Please let us know
If you have any questions. Thank you.

|COMMUNITY SERVICES |
bv Mary LouTietz

The Community Services Committee met on July 22
We reviewed several items. The feeding program is
going well this summer but has been crowded as we
welcome interns from overseas who come to our
beach community to work for the summer. The Open
Door Feeding Program welcomes them with open
arms and learns so much from them about their
homelands. They have expressed their pleasure in
having a place where they can share lunch with others
every Wednesday while they are here. That increases
our attendance, however, many Wednesdays, along
with our homeless guests, we have been serving
close to 100 people and many times more. Many of
these young guests to our country are working several
jobs while they are here, and we applaud them for
thatl!

Along with the lunch program, we continue to provide
food bags to those in need, with an average of 50
going out the door each Wednesday. We can do this
because our members have been so supportive of our
feeding programs, and we thank you all forthat.

We also discussed our fall family programs, which
include our outreach to families we support throughout
the year at Thanksgiving and Christmas, along with
gift cards when we need to provide additional help for
families experiencing food insecurity needs. We have
a few families who are more stable now, and we hope
that the help we have given them moves them to a
better place in their lives. This will mean that we can
reach out to some new families, along with some we
will continue fo support, in the fall as we finish
planning our outreach ministry.

The Committee will continue discussing the families
we support at our next meeting on September 16 at
Zpm at the Church. This is a change of meeting time
as we usually meet on the second Wednesday of
each month. We occasionally change meeting times
for various reasons. Our commitiee is very active, and
we would love to have you join us. We always have an
abundance of tasks for members to do. Motice of our
meetings is always in the Sunday bulletin.

The Committee also held a long discussion about the
Winter Weather Shelter that we provide for those in
need of shelter during the coldest days of winter. QOur
shelter opens every December and stays open on
days when the weather reaches frigid temperatures.
We are manned by volunteers and are currently
forming some new partnerships with those who have
run the shelter for years and those who have
volunteered. We will keep you informed. Please watch
again, in the bulletin, for notice of training times for
those who would like to volunteer and contribute to
this vital ministry_ Training usually begins in the early
weeks of November.

By the time you read this, the Community Services
Committee will have delivered school supplies to three
Title One schools in our area who have many children
in need of school supplies to help them start the
school year on the right footing. We work with Ocean
City Elementary School, Buckingham Elementary
School in Berlin, and Phillip C. Showell Elementary in
Selbyville, DE. Once again, we thank the congregation
for supporting us with the school supplies needed to
help both students in need and teachers who are



grateful that they have the materials needed to
provide for all their students.

Mary Lou Tietz, Chairperson

OPEN DOOR FREE LUNCH MINISTRY

JOIN US FOR LUNCH ON WEDNE SDAY 5
FROM 12-1:30 P.M.

We are serving a buffet lunch and
giving out free groceries to anyone who joins
us every Wednesday.

Thank you to Steve & Trnish Kiser for
leading the free lunch part of the Open
Door Feeding Ministry, to Char Vanvick for
leading the food panfry operations; our soup
maker, Lee Creamer, and all the wvolunteers,
supporters, and contributors who make this
ministry possible.

We ask for your prayers, support,
and volunteers are always welcome as we
continue to grow and nurture this very
important ministry.

|[FELLOWSHIP|
Jeannette Latzo

Look for a report in October

|[FUNDRAISING EVENT |
by Linda Grahe

Boscov's Friends Helping Friends,
-One Day Only
-Wednesday, October 21, 2026
-Shop 8 AM - 11 PM in-store & online
-25% Off lowest sale prices

-Shopping Pass - $5.00 donation per pass.

-100% of the proceeds benefit 5t. Peter's
Lutheran Church.
-You may also register to wina $100.00
Boscov's Gift Card.
Boscov's passes are now available. If you, your
friends, neighbors, relatives, efc., are interested,
please see me after church services on Sunday.
Thank you in advance for your $5.00 donation.

RECYCLING
at St. Peter's Lutheran
Church
by Linda Grahe

We are collecting paper & plastic bags and egg
cartons. The bags are used in our Wednesday
weekly food give-away program, in the Son &
Sand Retreat Center, and in our kitchen. Thank
you for your participation in these projects.

[RUTH CIRCLE |

Women's Bible Study
by Joann Soults

Ruth Circle Bible study will meet via Zoom on
Thursday, September 3 at 2:00 pm. QOur current
study guide is Psalm 91 for Mothers by Peggy
Joyce Ruth, Chapters 11 and 12 with Joann
Soults leading (202-544-
7981 or jsoultsG24@gmail.com).

| SENIOR ADULT MINITSTRY(S.AM.) |

by Susanne Howard

‘Our_Naval Academy tour and High Tea” is
on Thursday, September 10, 2026. We will be
fraveling to the Naval Academy on a 25-
passenger Jolly Trolly Bus, leaving St Peter's
parking lot at 9:00am sharp, which will include
two restroom stops, (McDonald’s) one going
and one retuming to St Peter's. Our tour will
include Bancroft Hall, Memonal Hall, the
Chapel, with an elevator to get downstairs to the
Crypt of John Paul Jones. There will be some
walking, with benches available throughout the
tour. After the historic tour, it's off to the Naval
Club for a marvelous High Tea.

You must have one of the following: a valid
Drivers License, State |ID, United States
Passport, or current DoD Credentials to access
the Naval Academy. Cost $90pp. The Naval
Academy uses only Credit Cards for any
purchases that you would like to make while in
the visitor's center. Please take a flyer posted
on the S.AM. bulletin board in the Narthex for
more information on the tnp.




Clear Space Theatre- “A Christmas Story” on
Thursday, December 3, 2026, we will be
fraveling to the Clear Space Theatre In
Rehoboth to see “A Christmas Story” the
11:00am show. Unwrap a holiday classic,
Ralphie has one Christmas wish: a Red Ryder
BB gun. But with a dreaded double-dog dare, a
bunny suit, a Cracker Jack pnze, and a very
grumpy Santa, will he make it until December
25?7 QOur lunch at the “Boardwalk Plaza"
(Victoria's restaurant), is sure to be delicious as
always. A sign-up sheet and lunch choice will
be posted on the Senior Adult Ministry board
(5. AM) the middle of October including the
cost of the tnp.

All members and friends of St Peters are
warmly invited to attend our meetings and are
encouraged to bring ideas and information
about ftrips and outings that would bring
knowledge, laughter, and fellowship to all. Qur
next meeting will be on Monday, October 19« at
1:00 pm in Room 5. Everyone is welcome to
join and participate in planning future activities.
God’s Blessings,

Susanne Howard

[SON AND SAND
by Paul Grahe

| am happy to report we have had 14 groups
come on retreat from March through August with
5 more groups scheduled to come from
September to November. Groups attending have
been impressed with our facility and the Son and
Sand Greeters.

In September, we welcome the following groups:
from 9/4-9/8- Rehoboth Vacation Blessings
International from Baltimore, MD; 9/11-89/13-
Iglesia Pentecostal from Lancaster, PA; and 9/25-
9/27- Grace Lutheran from Westminster, MD.
Let's give them a warm 5t. Peter's welcomel

On Sunday, August 30th after the 10:30 a.m.
service, the Son & Sand Retreat Center Team will
meet to discuss important items and changes. |
want to thank you for the donations of soap and
shampoo, small size. We continue to need those

donations and can be placed in the basket by the
Information Desk.

If you would like to learn more about this ministry,
| am available in the CLC after the services on
Sundays or you may call me at 443-604-8068.

WITNESS

by Evelyn Houston

When | was growing up, my aunt Helen
would sometimes refer to people as the “ Salt of
the Earth." She was talking about people that
were basically good. Salt was an incredibly
precious commodity in Roman Times. It was
difficult to harvest, wital for survival, and
sometimes even used to pay Roman soldiers.
The dictionary definition says these people are
very good, honest, hard-working, and reliable.

It seems that Jesus was saying more than that
when he referred to his followers as The Salt of
the Earth. We should understand that salt is just
grains of sodium chloride. It doesn’t really do
anything by itself The salt that is added to
popcomn, fries, or a T-bone steak makes a big
difference in their flavor. But the salt that is still in
the shaker or was spilled on the table isnt doing
anything important. To make a difference, we
have to sprinkle ourselves across the world. It
means we have to engage, interact, and maybe
get our hands, dirty, and even take risks.

Being the salt of the earth Is not easy — It takes
courage, strength, and perhaps imagination. But
mostly it takes faith — faith to understand that we
are being the people that God expects us to be,
and that he is with us as we venture out to take
care of the world and his people.
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ANOTHER
IN LOVE.

GALATIAWS 5:13, NIW
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++ST. PETER’S NEWS++

|A MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT|
by David Marzola

God's Peace and Blessings to the Congregation
of St. Peter's Lutheran Church

We have made it through another Summer
Season on the Beach. Happy Labor Day. While
the Town of Ocean City still has some large
events during September and October, we will
see reduced fraffic in the Town as family
vacations come to an end and children and young
adults are back in school.

it has been a busy summer at St Peters
Lutheran Church. Our Peach Festival was a huge
success. We could not have done it without the
numerous volunteers who stepped up fo assist
Susanne Howard and Dee Floyd. The Son and
Sand Retreat Center has been extremely busy
with a number of groups renting the facility for
fellowship, bonding, volunteering, and enjoying
the beach life offered by Ocean City.

QOur Call Committee has been working hard
throughout the Summer and was able to begin
interviewing candidates for the permanent Pastor
position at 5t. Peter's Lutheran Church. | hope
and pray that we will have a permanent Pastor in
place by the end of the year, if not sooner.

The Financial Support Ministry Team, our
Financial Secretary, and our Treasurer are
continuing their work preparing 5t. Peter's 2027
Budget. Please keep this team in your prayers as
they conduct their due diligence in preparing an
operating budget that will allow us to continue all
our ministries and outreach.

As you have heard, the Synod has accepted
Pastor Keith Hall to begin the process of
becoming a Lutheran Pastor. Pastor Keith is an
integral part of our Church Family. His work with
leading the Free Spint Contemporary Service is
amazing. As a church we will support and pray for
Pastor Keith during his pastoral joumey to
become a Lutheran Pastor.

In closing, we are extremely blessed to have a
wonderful Interim Pastor in Pastor Bettye
Wolinski. |, WE, cannot thank Pastor Bettye

enough for her leadership, guidance, support,
Sermons and Teachings, Bible studies, and her
VISION that permits 5t. Peter's Lutheran Church
to grow leaps and bounds spreading God’s Word.
We are a blessed church in a resort town that
helps so many. From our Open-Door Feeding
and Pantry Programs, helping support Families in
need within our Community, World Relief support,
to providing school supplies to our local schools,
EACH OF YOU has stepped up every time when
called upon to do so. THANK YOU FROM THE
BOTTOM OF MY HEARTI

Sincerely,
David Marzola

ICALL COMMITTEE]

by Veronica Bona-Commitee Communications|

There is no Call Committee report this month.

IAVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR JULY/|

103 (4 weeks)

IMONTHLY CONTRIBUTIONTOTALS |

Total Contributi f July 26. 2026
$227,620.50 Year-to-Date Budget
$228,374.16 Year-to-Date Received
$ +753.66 Year-to-Date Difference




IOUR CURRENT REALITY AT ST. PETER’ S

Life at St. Peter's

Qur worship schedule offers a Contemporary
Worship Service at 9:00 am. and a Traditional
Worship Service at 10:30 am. each Sunday.
We are offering Holy Communion at both
services, handing you the bread and pouring
red wine into your cup. We also have gluten-
free wafers and pre-filled cups of white grape
juice for those who request/require them.
Those who are not comfortable sharing in
Holy Communion in this fashion are still in full
Communion through the words of promise.

You are encouraged to share the "Peace of
God" in whatever way you feel comfortable.

Both Services are in the Sanduary with
coffee and refreshments available in the CLC
before and after each service.

Masks are not required for anyone, but
you are encouraged to wear a mask if
you are more comfortable doing so.
Masks are available at the Greeter's Desk

Hand sanitizer — available throughout the building.

We are looking for someone who
would be willing to help with live
streaming.

Please contact the church office If you have

any questions

OTHER GATHERINGS, EVENTS AND
GROUPS

Mmmm—um—mr—m-l & | choi &

St. Peters Coundl meetings are being held in

person.

Ministry Teams are meeting in whatever way

they are most comfortable; either in person or via

Zoom.

The building is open for outside groups.
Those meetings/gatherings must make
reservations coordinated through the church
office.

Church office hours are Monday-Thursday 9
am- 3 pm and Fridays 9am-1 pm. Please
contact Amy via phone, text, or email during
these hours.

We will continue to stay connected and
keep you updated with concermns and changes
via the Constant Contact email system, the
Call Multiplier automated prayer chain, and
by mail for those who are not electronically
connected.

We thank you for your continued support
and parnership in the mission and
ministries at St Peter’s.
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MY soUuL WAITS,
AND IN HIS WORD

1 HOPE

Psalm 1306, NRSY

IALTAR FLOWERS & COMMUNION ELEMENTS)]

¥a

If you would like to sponsor flowers for a Sunday
maorning worship service in Memory or in Honor of a
loved one, you may do so by caling the church
ofice to make those arrangements. The cost for
both vases is $95.

You may also sponsor Communion Elements for a
particular Sunday in the same manner. The donation
for sponsoring elements is $20. Please contact the
church office, if you hav



IMINISTRY OF THE MONTH|

September Ministry of the Month is “Open
Door Feeding”

Our September Ministry of
the Month is our “Open
Door Feeding Ministry " This
Is one way that we live out
our Mission “To Feed the
Physically and Spiritually
Hungry in the world” We
are blessed to serve weekly
meals, as well as handing
out many bags of groceries
fo our Neighbors who don't
have enough to eat. We ask you to prayerfully
consider giving a special offering in September to
help support this life saving ministry. Please mark
your donation “Open Door Feeding Ministry.”
Each time you sit down for a meal, please pray
for those who donmt have enough to eat or
someone fo share it with.

Thank you for your supportl

by Susanne Howard

i l PEACH FESTIVAL a

The final report will be inthe October Net.
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I ++NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION ++

“%e HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

Jon A& Suellen Gerbracht 09/02
Steve & Sue Heistand 09/02
Gregory & Carolyn Nuovo 09/06
Rita Miller & George Ronchi 0912
Janet & Cliff Hoskins 0913
Ray & Debbie Priebe 09117
Michael & Lynn Rehn 09nM7
William & Carol Ann Ellis 09/20
Phil & Marcie Ermer 09/23
Lisa & Scott Phillips 09/26

B LAPPY BIRTHDAY

Scott Phillips 09/02 Eric Rimel 09117
Barbara Albright  09/06 Rose Skledar 09/21
Mancy Staton 09/06 Patricia Kiser 09/22
Sue Shoop 09/15 Rae Disney 09/24
Phillip Cropper 0917 Maxton Ludwig 09/24
Debbie Priebe 09/17 Halley Bushnell 09/28

Thomas C. Wendorf 09/30

ICAN YOU HELP GIVE A RIDE? |

We are looking for
» folks who are able

Y/ to give other rides to

worship or

medical appointments. If you are able to

help with this from time fo please call the

church.

We are also looking for a contact person

to help coordinate rides when the need

arises. If you are willing to be that person,

please call the church office.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of

this very important ministry.




. GIFTS & MEMORIALS

In Loving Memory
of

Pr. Harry Wolpert
from
Sharon Harris
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JOHN 11:265

IPRAYER CHAIN AND PRAYER LIST|

| do not cease to give thanks for you
as | remember you in my prayers.
Ephesians 1:16

The “Call Multiplier” automated prayer
chain continues o be a valuable
resource andblessing. If you, or someone
you know, is in need of prayer, please text or
call Pastor Bettye at 410-292-2360 to have a
prayer request sent out If you are
requesting prayer for someone else, you
MUST have his/her permission before sending
out the request. We can share as much, or as
little, information as you want to be shared.
When you receive a prayer call, you are
asked to pause and offer prayer for the need
presented. You are then asked to continue

to hold that person/need in prayer. The
Automated Prayer Chain will be active daily
from 8 am. to 8 pm. Please let Pastor
Bettye know if you are not receiving the
prayer calls and would like to be.

St. Peter's prayer list: In order to keep
our prayer list up to date, names that are
on the prayer list (that are published in the
newsletter and bulletins) will remain on the
list for one month. If after that month, there is
still a need for that personto be held in prayer,
you will need to let the church office know
so we can put the name back on for another
month. While we want to be praying for
everyone who needs our prayers, we also
have to be able to keep that list current and
up fo date. Please contact the office if you
have any questions.

PRAYER CONCERNS |

]

<7 Pemmission is needed to use your full

(‘-& name when publishing your request for

prayers in both the bulletin and
newsletter. Call the office.

Current needs FEileen, Babv Owen Joseph, Denise
Santa Barbara, Andrew Thomas. Eric FRimel. Paul
Grahe, Tom B.. Christine

Ongoing needs: Caregivers & First Fesponders, St
Peter’'s Call Committee, Amelia, Chuck Pvle, Dave
Searle, Madison Mills, Rae Disnev, Hannah, Jon
Gerbracht, Stephanie George, Karen Schultz, Bob
Swingler, Sandv Holthe, Mary Hawvnes, Sue Shoop,
Terri Wheatley, Ginnv Hartmuller, Marjorie Hagood,
Bob Cowvner, Paul Tishuk, Savannah Bona, Melissa
Jester, Dex Stannard, Marv Ann Holtzer, Jen Anderson

Assisted Living: Mim Fritz. Violet Green, Elsie
Koehler



In the Military: Justin Carter, Cal Cramer, Katie
Cramer, Stephanie Dallocchio, Matthew Dennis, Noah
Kauffman, Nicolas Nalbone, David Owens, Jarrett
Patterson, Joshua Robinson, Nicholas Somrentino,
Jacob Sturgill

Our Bishops: Yahiel Currv & Bill Gohl

G-4 Church Partners:

Commumity Lutheran Church (Frankford, DE)
Grace of God Lutheran Church (Longneck, DE)
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church (Salis bury, MD)
St. Albans Episcopal Church
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I ++FROM ST. PETER’'S OFFICE++

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES
CONTACT
PASTOR BETTYE
For emergencies or after hours
(c) 410-292-2360

FROM THE OFFICE
Please inform the church office of any changes
in your personal information: mailing address,
email address, phone numbers, marriage,
divorce, or new births so we can keep our
records up to date

OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm

Friday
9:00am-1:00pm

10

The Rev. Bettye Wolinski,
emwolinski@msn com

Mr. Elsworth Wheatley, Minister of Music
Wheatleymusici@aol.com

Mr. Keith Hall, Praise Team Leader
Soulendeavors keith@amail com

Ms. Amy Morgan, Office Manager
amy splcoc@comcast net

12026 COUNCIL |

Pastor Betty Wolinski

President - Dave Marzola

Vice President - Mary Lou Tietz

Secretary - Susanne Howard

Treasurer - Dave Wolinski (Monvoting Membern)
Financial Secretary - Ryan Magee (Mon-voting Member)

Vonnie Brown, Ken Corbett, Lee Creamer,
Marcie Ermer, Steve Kiser, Jeannette Latzo,
Tina Palmer, Theresa Pyle, Charlene Vanvick

IMINISTRY TEAMS & LEADERS|

Altar Guild - Maryanne Siegert
Christian Education - Pastor Bettye Wolinski
Community Service - Mary Lou Tietz

Fellowship - Jeannette Latzo
Fundraising - Linda Grahe

Mutual Ministry -

Open Door Feeding Ministry - Char Vanvick
Personnel - Vonnie Brown

FProperty - Steve Germeroth

Senior Aduft Ministry (S.A.M.) -Susanne Howard
Son & Sand - Paul Grahe

Stewardship/Support - Phil Ermer

Witness - Evelyn Houston

Women of ELCA - Evelyn Houston

Worship and Music -



SEPTEMBER BIBLE LESSONS

Sunday, September 6

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

Sunday, September 13
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 103:1-13
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

Sunday, September 20
Seventeenth Sunday after

Pentecost

Jonah 3:10 -- 4:11
Psalm 145:1-8
Phillippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

Sunday, September 27
Eighteenth Sunday after

Pentecost

Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-32
Psalm 25:1-9

Phillippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32
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